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What’s in this month’s magazine 

The magazine in your hands has cost around 40p so that’s £4.00 per year. Please read the article 

on page 13 about how the magazine is funded and give generously to keep the magazine 

financially viable. You should have found the envelope in your copy to put your kind gift into. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

One of the reasons I like editing the magazine is that I get to share my love of poetry . The 

poems are great to fill spaces around articles and adverts. My love of poetry started with the 

World War One poets who, as an adolescent, showed me the power of words and the futility of 

war. Since it’s November, and the 11th is Armistice Day, all of this month’s poems are by WW1 

poets. I hope they move you as they do me. 

 

Pages 4 to 9 are packed with St Chad’s information with a guide to what is on in the lead up to 

Christmas.  

 

The Parish Council report highlights, amongst other things, the problems of dog fouling. This is the 

number one complaint to councils all over the country. As a dog owner it annoys me that some 

owners give responsible owners a bad name. As you’ll see from now on it’s clean it up or be 

caught on camera! 

 

In the kids’ zone on pages 28 and 29 there’s some awesomely bad jokes, good preparation for 

Christmas Crackers! 

 

In the notices section on page 38 to ensure that your views have been taken into consideration, 

Warwick District Council is asking you to have your say on its new car parking strategy, before 

it’s completed. You have until December 15th to let them know what you think. 

 

Remember, remember Friday 3rd November, it’s fireworks commencing at 7pm on the meadow. 
  

Church Officers  Magazine personnel 
Vicar: Rev Elaine Scrivens Tel: 426922 Magazine Editor: Keith Wellsted - btparishmagazine@hotmail.com 
 
Church Wardens: Linda Stevens Tel: 334812  Advertising Co-ordinator: Pam Davies  - btachbrookmagad@live.co.uk 
                                Rod Smith Tel: 612242       Distribution: Kate Wellsted  -   kate.wellsted@btconnect.com 
  
Treasurer:   Diary co-ordinator: Marion Smith—- marismi913@aol.com 

This is a non-profit magazine supported by personal donations and contributions from St Chad’s Parish Church Council and Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish 
Council. All adverts are printed in good faith. The Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Magazine cannot take any responsibility for the contents of the advert or 
the services provided by the advertiser. 
Printed by: Cadman Printers Unit 7D Jenton Road, Sydenham Industrial Estate, Leamington Spa CV31 1XS Tel: 01926 423742 
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November has now arrived, and 
everything is suddenly moving on: the 
season has turned and its colder and the 
leaves have turned golden brown and 
many are now falling; as a nation and as 
the Church we are in the Kingdom season 
of Remembrance, All Saints day, All Souls 
Day, Armistice Day, Remembrance 
Sunday, and finally at the end of the 
month the Feast of Christ the King, as the 
churches year comes to a triumphant end 
acknowledging that Jesus Christ rules 
over all things in heaven and on earth. A 
really important time for the church and 
one that many people, even those who 
don’t often come to church attend.  
 
On All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day we 
remember those of our family and 
friends who have died. It’s hard to 
believe that a loved one, no matter how 
treasured, can be thought of as a saint 
yet St Paul tells us that if we follow Jesus 
then we are all saints. We often forget 
that saints were ordinary people who 
lived ordinary lives, they were sinners 
just like the rest of us but God loved 
them and helped them live lives that 
truly reflected their love for Jesus and 
that is all a Christian can do, allow the 
Holy Spirit to help us be all that we can 
be. 
 
If you have a family member you would 
like remembering at our 10am service on 
November 5th then please let me know. 
Anyone who has died in the parish in the 
past year that we know about will 
automatically be remembered. If you 
would like to join us and light a candle to 

remember your loved one then you will 
be made very welcome. Of course we 
also remember those who have died 
many years ago but still live on in our 
hearts. Again, if you would like them 
remembered then please let me know.  
 
On November 11th at 10:45 there will be 
an Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial and there will also be a service 
held in church on Sunday 12th November 
beginning at 10:15. Again, please join us 
as we remember those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to our 
country.  
 
As the month ends we will be looking 
forward to Christmas with, we hope, a 
variety of services in which you can 
participate.  St Chad’s is the village 
church, it is important that it is used. So 
many people tell me how important it is 
in their lives, how important it is to have 
a vicar living in the village. If you want 
this to continue then please support us in 
any way you can but especially by coming 
to our services and using the church for 
your special occasions.  
 
God Bless   Elaine 

Kingdom season Elaine Scrivens 
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OUR JOYS AND OUR SORROWS 
 

Baptism 
Lily Grace Fox 
We welcome her into the Christian 
Family. 
 

Funerals 
Trevor Lowe 
Edward Remmer 
Derek Rees 
Peter Jackson 
Ron Brown 
We pray for their souls and offer our 
sympathy to their families and friends. 

NATIVITY SET 
Do you have a nativity set we could 
borrow? 
Once again St Chad’s will be holding its 
annual Nativity Crib Festival. If you have 
an interesting Nativity we could borrow 
please bring it to church on Thursday 7th 
December from 6pm onward.  
Last year we had over 80 nativity sets 
from far and wide. Can you help us 
surpass that this year? 
Elaine 

HARVEST FESTIVAL THANK YOU 
 
A huge thank you to those who 
decorated the church for our Harvest 
Festival, it looked wonderful. Also thank 
you to those who contributed items for 
the food bank and money for FCN. They 
were gratefully received. We also gave a 
donation to the Venerable Bethuel who 
joined us from the Diocese of Kapsabet. 
He said it would go to help subsistence 
farmers in the Diocese.  
 
Elaine 

CYCLE OF PRAYER 
Praying for our Community  

We are praying in November  for those 
living in 

St Chad's Road 
The Lees 

Touchstone Road 
Trinculo Grove 

If there is something or someone you 
would like us to pray for please let Elaine 

our Vicar or a member of the 
congregation know. 

ST CHAD’S THROUGH THE AGES 
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Come and join us at St Chad’s as we journey to Bethlehem  

December 3rd 10am Advent Sunday - Holy Communion 
 
December 3rd   4pm   Christingle service - a fun service for all the family where we 

raise money for the Children’s Society and learn about the meaning of 
the Christingle.  

 
December 8th  10 – 5pm Nativity Festival – Come and see all the Nativity sets / Cribs 

from around the world. 
 
December 9th  10 – 6pm  - Our Nativity Festival continues 
 
December 10th  11:30 – 6pm – The Nativity festival continues and at 6pm will conclude 

 with Carols on the Green and the lighting of our Christmas tree 
followed by mince pies and mulled wine.  

 
December 17th  6pm Carols by Candlelight – a selection of readings and traditional 

carols. Everyone welcome.  
 
December 24th  4pm Crib Service with our Nativity play. Come along dressed up as an 

angel, shepherd, king or one of the animals found in the stable and 
join in this wonderful story of the birth of God’s son.  

 
December 25th  10am – Family Eucharist – bring your presents but most of all come 

yourselves and hear once again the Good News of God coming to 
earth as a baby 

 
O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of course our normal 10am services will continue throughout Advent and there will be 
Holy Communion at 12pm every Wednesday and Compline at 8pm on Tuesdays 

Journey to Bethlehem Elaine Scrivens 
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Churchyard Ramblings 
 
Have you seen the toadstools in the churchyard? Not edible, of course but doing a 
good job recycling underground. 

We've had some extra help in the churchyard 
during October. There was some tidying of 
neglected graves on our Autumn clean and 
Tidy Day. Kind neighbours have trimmed the 
hedges at the end of their gardens including 
the churchyard side. Many thanks to them. 
Thank you to all who have helped during the 
year keeping their 'patch' tidy. A special 
thanks to the stalwarts of the gardening group 
and our faithful Mowers. 
 

Thank you to all those who have removed ornaments from graves. There are some 
awaiting collection so do ask so they can be returned to you. 
 
Did you know that anyone living in the parish can be buried in our churchyard also any-
one who regularly attends St Chad's and are on the church Electoral Roll. 

Advent Calendars or not …..  
 
When dropping off the donations from both the School and the church Harvest 
Festivals we had a chat to the lady in the warehouse. I asked about donating Advent 
calendars to the Foodbank as we had done that last year. She said that they had Advent 
calendars left over last year and so Lisa Balzeretti and I asked what would be better. 
She suggested small selection boxes because you can take the chocolate out and use 
after Christmas. Lisa also explained how her family did a Reverse Advent Calendar last 
year. All you need is an empty box and everyday you PUT in something rather than 
taking something out. We are going to try this in St Chad’s this year. If you would like to 
do the same then Lisa and I will make sure whatever you collect goes to the Foodbank. 
They are always in need of toiletries e.g. toilet paper; men’s shaving foam; shampoo 
and don’t forget help for babies too. If you need anything collecting then give me a ring 
on 426922 and I will pick it up or you drop it in to the 3C Café on a Wednesday 
between 10:30 and 12pm or bring it to St Chad’s -  we’re open every Sunday morning!  
 
advanced thanks from Elaine and Lisa 
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In the September issue of the Parish 
Magazine you may remember the front 
cover showing a photograph of a tree 
planting, but with very little explanatory 
information as to what was going on.  
(The picture is reproduced below)  
  

In 2016 Kath Reason proposed 
that for the 140th Anniversary of 
the founding of the MU we 
should plant a tree in Bishop’s 
Tachbrook. By the time Kath 
raised the money, not only for 
the tree but also for a substan-
tial tree guard and plaque, and 
we had sought permission from 
the Parish Council, we’d actually 
reached 2017.  The tree guard took 4 
months to arrive, by which time it was 
late spring and not a good time to plant 
a tree.  So all summer Graham Leeke 
very kindly looked after the tree and it 
was duly planted on Sept 9th by our 
Mothers’ Union Diocesan President, Jane 
Hill and held in position by Kath, our 
oldest member. Elaine, blessed the tree, 
Chris Cooke (daughter of the late Peggy 
Fox and Branch leader here) carried our 
MU banner and the piece de resistance 

Mothers’ Union Happenings  Jenny Lister  

was when little Felix, son of our youngest 
member, watered in the tree with his 
little watering can.  
It was a year late, but what’s a year in 
the life of the Mothers’ Union with its 4 
million members world-wide?  MU was 

the vision of Mary Sumner who, 
on becoming a grandma, was 
concerned that young Christian 
mothers had little support, so she 
started up a group in her own 
house and it spread from there, 
widening and adapting its remit 
as the organisation and society 
changed.  
  
Our next meeting is on Nov. 7th at 

81 Kingsley Road where we be planning 
our next Autumn Coffee Morning to be 
held in St Chad’s Centre on Sat. 18th 
Nov. from 10 am to 12 noon.  There will 
be some delicious home-baked cakes and 
biscuits, preserves and good coffee on 
offer so do come a long and support our 
work of supporting families in our area 
and overseas. 
  
Jenny Lister – Branch Leader, Tel. 427922 
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Parish Council News Matt Greene 

As the nights draw in and the wintery 
weather arrives, anything to add light to 
the Parish in the darkness is welcome and 
therefore we really would like to thank 
the Village Events Group for organising 
the Parish bonfire and fireworks again 
this year.  We have received so many 
positive comments from residents about 
this event - it’s a great evening so please 
do come along. 
 
We are pleased to announce that the 
Brownies have just been given £500 from 
the Parish Council’s ‘supporting local 
groups’ fund’.  This will go towards 
outings, a wide variety of activities and 
holidays.  We are sure you will hear more 
about how this money has been spent 
early next year and we continue to be 
grateful to our Brownie volunteers. 
 
As is likely the case in our own homes, the 
end of the summer usually brings the 
need for a good tidy-up of outside spaces 
and over the last six weeks you will have 
noticed lots of similar maintenance work 
taking place throughout the Parish. The 
Meadow entrance has been tidied, the 
BMX track strimmed, the play area 
exterior has been cut back and the cable 
runway in the play area will be fixed very 
shortly. This is of course in addition, to 
the grass cutting and the wonderful work 
our monthly working party does.  If you 
would like to get involved in future 
working parties, please contact the Clerk 
or Cllr. Paul Whitwood. 
 
Councillors have been liaising with Bloor 
Developments regarding the planting/

seeding next to the new cycleway; we 
understand that Bloors are trying to 
arrange for this work to take place so 
watch that space.  
 
In mid-October Cllrs. Ray Bullen and 
Graham Leeke met with a Highways 
Officer to walk the parish.  As a result 
plans are being drawn up for ‘drop kerbs’ 
to enable our disabled residents to access 
the village centre.  The Church Lees block 
paving was also discussed and this matter 
should be handled by the District Council 
who have been asked to remove the 
weeds and stabilise the paving slabs; 
however, councillors would like to see a 
more permanent solution to this 
perennial matter - we will keep you 
updated. 
 
Despite general sentiment throughout 
the Parish, dog fouling complaints seem 
to haunt us which is very disappointing.  
Dogs are fouling on front lawns and in the 
area outside the school, this has resulted 
in primary school children having to go 
home to clean or change shoes/clothes 
before they have got through the school 
gate in the morning (and being exposed 
to substantial risk).  All residents will 
agree that this is simply not acceptable 
and it must stop! There is no excuse for 
not picking up after your dog.   
 
The Parish Council’s camera will be 
arriving shortly and it will be moved 
around the parish, we will then be 
arranging for fines to be issued.  This also 
applies to fouling on footpaths and the 
camera will be moved to cover some of 
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Parish Council News Matt Greene 

these.  However, Councillors believe that 
the whole Parish will need to work 
together to address this issue and we 
would therefore please ask that all 
residents be vigilant and report the 
offending owners of the dogs to the dog 
warden - she will issue fines if she has 
evidence.  You can report via the District 
Council website and you can request for 
your details to remain confidential – 
please therefore help us all to stop this 
deplorable behaviour.  

The vehicle activation sign on the 
southern side of Oakley Wood Road has 
been reported to the County Council for 
repairs. 
 
County Cllr. Les Caborn is trying to 
arrange for County Highways to inform 
Bishop’s Tachbrook School when there is 
going to be a road closed or works carried 
out.  
 
The Parish welcome packs are ready - 

new residents who do not receive one 
please contact the Clerk and she will 
arrange for a pack to be delivered.  
Existing residents please let us know if 
you have a new neighbour and we will 
arrange delivery.  
  
Our accounts have been signed off by the 
external auditor.  All details are on 
website, should anyone have any 
questions please contact the Clerk. 
 
Finally, the hunt is on for the Warwick 
Gates missing litter bin, it is understood 
to have gone missing when recent works 
took place on Harbury Lane (possibly 
frightened by the noise!).  The County 
Council is investigating and hopefully will 
find the bin and return it to its post (as 
the other bins are very concerned and 
just want him to come home). However, if 
this isn’t possible we expect the County 
Council to provide a replacement shortly. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
16th November at 7.30pm in the St. 
Chad’s Centre - all residents are welcome 
to attend.  
 
Any questions please contact our Parish 
Clerk : 
 
Mrs Corinne Hill  
Gaydon Fields Farm 
 Gaydon CV35 0HF 
 
Tel: 01926 641220 
 
email: 
parishclerk@bishopstachbrook.com/
parishclerk85@btinternet.com 

mailto:parishclerk@bishopstachbrook.com/parishclerk85@btinternet.com
mailto:parishclerk@bishopstachbrook.com/parishclerk85@btinternet.com
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Complete 
FLOORING 

Carpets  Vinyls  Wood 
  

   Supplied and fitted 
   Sample swatches 

   Free quotes 
   Re-stretches/adaptions 
  

(Will fit customers own Materials)   
Call Dylan 07866 638674 / 01926 315116 

 
Email: complete.flooring@btinternet.com 
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Parish Magazine  
fundraising 2017 
We hope you’ve enjoyed the Parish 
Magazine this year! 
  
It now costs over £6,000 to provide 10 
editions per annum, free of charge, to 
every household in our growing Parish.   
 
Two thirds of the costs are covered by 
the wonderful individuals, organisations 
and companies who place adverts with 
us. However, each year we still need to 
raise at least £2,000 from our readers to 
break even.  
 
So please can you make a gift to help 
our Parish Magazine?   
It couldn’t be easier, please put your gift 
in the envelope provided. If you are a 
taxpayer please sign the Gift Aid 
declaration. For every £1 you give we can 
claim a further 25p in Gift Aid. If you’re 
not a taxpayer don’t worry please still put 
your money in the envelope. 
 
Please drop your envelope into any one 
of the following addresses: The Vicarage, 
19 Argyle Way, 8 Savages Close, 3 Hassell 
Close, 5 Birch Court, Heathcote Park, 4 
Dogberry Way, Warwick Gates,  
15 Battersby Close or the bucket at St 
Chad’s Church or the village shop. 
 
If every household gave 40pence per 
issue i.e. £4 then together we’d cover 
what we need. If some could give more, 
that would effectively cover for those 
people unable to give this year. 
  
Many thanks for your support, Parish 
Magazine Committee 

NEW YEAR ALLOTMENTING 
 
As I write there is a waiting list for 
allotment plots.  
  
However the list is short and more plots 
might become vacant in the New Year.  
So would-be allotmenteers are 
recommended to contact Tony Wilkins 
on 314237. 
  
The Oakley Meadows development does 
include a location for more allotments at 
the back of Holt Avenue. However at the 
moment Bloors are unable to say when  
the site will be ready.”  

Allotment facts 
1. The total number of plots has varied 

greatly over time. In 1873 there were 
244,268 plots and by 1918 there were 
around 1,500,000 plots. While 
numbers fell in the 1920s and 1930s, 
they increased to 1,400,000 during 
WW2 . This number has been in 
decline since then, falling to 600,000 
by the late 1960s and 300,000 by 
2009.  

2. Jeremy Corbyn, Charles Dance and, 
less surprisingly, Alan Titchmarsh are 
allotment gardeners. 

3. Allotments thrive on rules. For 
example, Greenwich council requires 
that pathways should be 47.27cm 
wide.  

4. A standard allotment measures 100ft 
by 30ft. By tradition, rent is due on St 
Michaelmas Day, 29 September. 
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TOLLGATE FARM,  
BISHOPS TACHBROOK 

  
Bronze Free Range Turkeys 

  
Traditional Barn Reared White Turkeys 

  
Free Range Christmas Cockerels 

  
Quality poultry produced for 50 years. 

01926 651790 

www.freerange-turkeys.co.uk 
  

Proprietor Charles Hammond, Tollgate Farm Poultry is a member of the 
Traditional Farm Fresh Turkey Association 
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Poetry please 

In Flanders Field 
John McCrae (1915) 
  
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields 

Haiku 
November Musings  
by William Kershaw 

  
Pity last years leaves  

Their broken bodies crackle  
Dead beneath my feet 

Poetry please 

To his love 
Ivor Gurney (1917) 
  

He’s gone, and all our plans 
Are useless indeed. 
We’ll walk no more on Cotswold 
Where the sheep feed 
Quietly and take no heed. 

His body that was so quick 
Is not as you 
Knew it, on Severn river 
Under the blue 
Driving our small boat through. 

You would not know him now… 
But still he died 
Nobly, so cover him over 
With violets of pride 
Purple from Severn side. 

Cover him, cover him soon! 
And with thick-set 
Masses of memoried flowers – 
Hide that red wet 
Thing I must somehow forget. 

http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/85415#eid1953559
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/127500#eid34484040
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/116357#eid37229137
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Looking for a local builder? 
MRC Construction 

General Builder 
Extensions, Alterations, Renovations  

Building Maintenance  
Patios  

Conservatory bases 
All aspects considered and reasonably priced 

Contact Mark Rowland 
Mobile: 07789 990616 

Email: markrowland247@gmail.com 
www.mrcconstruction.co.uk 

www.checkatrade.com/MrcConstruction  

mailto:markrowland247@gmail.com
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Drop Dead Gorgeous Curtains  
Beautiful Bespoke Curtains, Cushions and Roman Blinds.   
All made to measure and sewn by hand.   
I can supply a range of fabrics and poles or I’m happy to 
work with yours.   
Free measuring and free fitting.   
I also take on curtain alterations big or small.   
Please call Sharron for friendly and helpful advice or to 
arrange a free quote on: 01926 612226 or 07760395805   
Email: dropdeadgorgeouscurtains@gmail.com   
Or visit my website   www.dropdeadgorgeouscurtains.co.uk   
I also offer sewing classes covering a range of topics and techniques or can tai-

lor one to your needs, please visit my website for details 

and call me to book a place or make an enquiry. 

http://www.dropdeadgorgeouscurtains.co.uk
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Bishop’s Tachbrook Calendar  

What’s on in November 

Thursday 2nd 7.45, WI, Meet at Dawn 
Unarmed!, B T School  
01926 426797 

Friday 3rd 19.00 Fireworks, The 
Meadow,07926 584202 or 07957 
368411 

  

Saturday 11th  10.00-12.00, St Chad’s 
Churchyard gardening, 01926 330050  

Tuesday 14th 14.30, History Group, 
War-Time Christmas, St Chad’s Centre, 
01926 885938  

Thursday 16th 19.30, Parish Council 
Meeting at St Chad’s Centre 

Saturday 18th 9.30-13.00, Parish 
Council Working Party, 
thewhitwood4@btinternet.com 

Saturday 18th 10.00-12.00-13.00, MU, 
Coffee Morning, St Chad’s Centre, 
01926 427922  

What’s on in December 

Thursday 14th 7.45, WI, Christmas 
Party B T School  
01926 426797 

Tuesday 5th Noon for12.30 History 
Group, Festive meal, The Leopard, 
01926 885938  

Saturday 9th 9.30-13.00, Parish 
Council Working Party, 
thewhitwood4@btinternet.com 

Saturday 9th 18.00 for an 18.30 start, 
St Chad’s Church Quiz at St Chad’s 
Centre, 01926 426922 

Thursday 13th 19.30, Parish Council Meeting at 
St Chad’s Centre 

Weekly events 

Mondays 18.30-20.00 Youth Club at B.T School 
Email: btyouthclub@gmail.com  

Mondays Children 19.25-20.15 Adults 20.30—21.30 Get 
Cooking at St Chad’s Centre  
07956955951 getcooking@hotmail.co.uk 

Tuesdays 09.30-12.15 Little Tinkers Soft Play at St 
Chad’s Centre 079117385747 or Facebook 

Tuesdays 14.00-16.00 Over 50s at the Sports and Social 
Club,  
01926 313020 

Tuesdays 18.00-19.00 Pilates at St Chad’s Centre  
01926 259293 

Tuesdays 19.15-1920.15 Pilates for cyclists at St Chad’s 
Centre  
01926 259293 

Tuesdays 20.00 Bingo at the Sports and Social Club,  
01926 421621 

Wednesdays 09.15-10.15 Pilates at St Chad’s Centre  
01926 25929 

Wednesdays 10.30-12.00 Community Cafe at St Chad’s 
Centre  
01926 259293 

Wednesdays 17.00-18.00 Rainbows at the Sports and 
Social Club, 0779 6033471 e-mail:  
Carolineloveday@sky.com 

Wednesdays 18.00-19.45 Brownies at the Sports and 
Social Club, 0779 6033471 e-mail:  
Carolineloveday@sky.com 

Wednesdays 19.00 -20.00, Tai Chi at St Chad’s Centre,  
01926 338866  

Thursdays  09.30-11.00 Tachbrook Tinies playgroup for  
0-5s  at St Chad’s Centre, Tachbrook Tinies on Facebook 

2nd Thursday of each month 20.00 Country Dancing at 
the Sports and Social Club, 01926 314286 

Fridays 09.30-16.00 Little Tinkers Soft Play at St Chad’s 
Centre 079117385747 or Facebook 

Sundays 20.00 Bingo at the Sports and Social Club,  
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Bishop’s Tachbrook Sports and Social Club 
  

Autumn / Winter Entertainment 

November 
  
4th November – Quiz 
Gather your smartest friends and head 
over to test your knowledge against The 
Judge!  
  
Lots of fun and great prizes to be won. 
  
  
11th November – The Ant Hill Mob 
The Ant Hill Mob are a five piece local 
band who have entertained us previously 
as Rock Band The Caves. The Ant Hill Mob 
will be singing songs everyone knows and 
guaranteed to get you singing along!  
  
  
18thNovember – The Score 
The Score are back playing songs from the 
50’s all the way through to modern chart 
hits. Guaranteed to get you dancing 
throughout the night.  
  
  
25th November – Race Night 
Looking for a fun family night out? Come 
and join us for our night at the races. 

FUNCTION ROOM FREE TO HIRE 
(T’s & C’s apply) 

Please visit our website: www.bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk for details or  
Telephone: 01926 421621, Email: enquiries@bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk.   

You can also visit our Facebook Page: bishopstachbrookclub or call Karen Anderson on 
07855709051 for more information. 

December 
 
2nd December – Simply Sarah 
Simply Sarah returns to entertain with a 
mixture of rock & pop hits. 

9th December - Quiz 
Quiz nights are great fun and remember a 
prize for every team. 

16th December – Bottle Bingo 
Join us for a fun night of Bingo where 
there are plenty of drinks to be won. We 
will also be drawing the Christmas Raffle 
– ask behind the bar for details ). 

24th December – Bob Poole 
Local musician Bob Poole will be here 
singing a mixture of classic rock, blues 
and acoustic hits. 

31st December – Distorted Decade/Bugs  
Join us on New Year’s Eve to celebrate 
the countdown into 2018!  
Distorted Decade are an energetic band 
who cover all music from 50’s rock & roll 
through to current day and everything in 
between.  
Bugs are a classic cover band playing hits 
from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  
A night not to be missed, both bands are 
guaranteed to get you up dancing into 
the New Year   

http://www.bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk
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Rainbows and Brownies Steph Mowat 

Rainbows 
  
During our autumn term, Bishops Tachbrook Rainbows have looked into activities we 
would like to do to earn a Rainbow Roundabout badge. The Rainbow Roundabouts are 
a series of themed activities based around the Rainbow Jigsaw; Look, Learn, Laugh and 
Love. 
So far we have completed various crafts and activities including making sandwiches 
blindfolded, painting pictures with our feet and we have made a “Welcome to 
Rainbows” wreath out of foam drawings of our hands.   
We are having lots of fun attempting these challenges and we are looking forward to 
completing the other chosen activities this term. 
  
  
Brownies 
  
We have recently enjoyed our themed Chocolate night where we completed lots of 
activities all based around chocolate.  
Bishops Tachbrook Brownies started the evening off by attempting to cut chocolate 
squares whilst wearing gloves, before another Brownie would roll a 6 on the die. They 
thoroughly enjoyed the excitement and suspense – not to mention the chocolate they 
also got to eat! 
We played various games and even melted chocolate to make our own chocolate 
spoons to take home.  
Individually the girls have already completed some of the following badges this term; 
Artist, Cook, Hostess, Traditions, Home Safety, Home Skills and Science Investigator. 
  
  
Rainbows and Brownies 
  
Thank you to everyone who supported our annual Rainbow/Brownie Bingo fundraiser. 
We would like to thank everyone who donated prizes, cakes and supported our unit by 
attending.  
  
  
Both our Rainbow & Brownie Guiding Groups are currently at full capacity. If you have 
a daughter aged 3 and upwards who would like to become a Rainbow or a Brownie, 
please contact Caroline Loveday on carolineloveday@sky.com or register your 
daughters interest on the official Girlguiding Join Us website. 
  
Caroline, Caron, Sally, Steph, Caroline W and Catherine 

mailto:carolineloveday@sky.com
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November Nature Page Steve Harvey          

I scribble this the day after the 'Hurricane 
Sun'. Did you see it? Sahara sand lifted up 
into the sky and carried across countries, 
dimming the sun and dramatically turning 
it red. 
  
Then came clouds of Biblical proportions, 
grey, green, like a drifting mountain 
range. The light dimmed further as they 
approached. I expected a tropical 
downpour but not a drop of rain fell as 
they sailed by. 
Pigeons flew low and fast and I heard of 
Alpacas running to their shed to hide. For 
a short while people stopped and looked 
to the sky. That’s when we realise how 
tiny we are. 
  
The next morning a crescent waning 
moon rose with Venus as companion, all 
calm again. Squirrels chased each other 
playing "Wall of Death" round a pine 
tree, their claws clattering loudly. The 
first small flock of Redwing flew in from 
the north, the early morning sun lighting 
up their white chests and orange flashers. 
  
I've been planting young trees in the 
garden in several places. I've unearthed 
Cockchafer Beetles. Now, they are a big 
tank-like beetle. I didn't realise they 
hibernated underground. It can't have 
been easy for such big creatures to dig 
over a foot down. The grubs, which are 
also massive, eat grass and cereal roots. 
I'm hoping my trees are unpalatable to 
them. An old name for the grub is 
Rookworm because Rooks love to eat 
them. So, all Rooks are very welcome 
here, no scarecrow in sight. 

It’s been a good year for fungi. Down 
amongst the damp leaves and moss of 
Oakley Wood we found Fly Agaric, 
beautiful but deadly, loved by illustrators 
of children's books with their red caps 
and white spots; fairy toadstools. 
Natures last big banquet of the year was 

produced as always, hundreds of 
thousands of Ivy flowers attracting Bees, 
Flies, Wasps and Butterflies all drinking 
the nectar and pollinating the flowers 
that will go on to produce dark berries for 
the Pigeons in the Spring. Talking of 
butterflies, this has been a fantastic year 
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Poetry please 

The Soldier  
Rubert Brooke(1914) 
  
If I should die, think only this of 
me: 
That there's some corner of a 
foreign field 
That is for ever England. There 
shall be 
In that rich earth a richer dust 
concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, 
shaped, made aware, 
Gave, once, her flowers to love, 
her ways to roam, 
A body of England's, breathing 
English air, 
Washed by the rivers, blest by 
suns of home. 
  
And think, this heart, all evil shed 
away, 
A pulse in the eternal mind, no 
less 
Gives somewhere back the 
thoughts by England given; 
Her sights and sounds; dreams 
happy as her day; 
And laughter, learnt of friends; 
and gentleness, 
In hearts at peace, under an English 
heaven. 

for Red Admirals. I've seen more of 
them than Cabbage Whites! As they 
can't survive our winter many will die, 
others will manage to migrate south just 
like many birds do. Hopefully enough 
will do that, then return next year. 
  

This time of year always seems to move 
faster; clock change, animals and birds 
scurry with less day to find food. Many 
Squirrels are knocked down on the 
roads. Darkness has the upper hand. Oh 
well, more time to light candles and 
snuggle by the fire then go with the flow 
of the year. 
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Bishop’s Tachbrook  
Junior Youth Club   

Monday 6.30-8pm in the School Hall 
During Term Time Only 

£1.50 per session and yearly  
membership of £2 payable  

in September. 
  

For more information 
contact Club leader:  Gianni Antoniazzi 

Tel: 07972 824540 
btyouthclub@gmail.com  

or come along on a Monday. 
 

We desperately need more adult  
volunteers to come and help at our club, 
if you can spare a couple of hours on an 
odd Monday then please let me know. 
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Community 
CAFE 

Every Wednesday 
10.30am - 12.00 

  
St Chad’s Centre 

Filter Coffee/Tea & Cake 
£2  

Also available to take 
away 

Poetry please 

Anthem for doomed youth 
Wilfred Own (1917) 
  
What passing-bells for these who die as 
cattle?   
Only the monstrous anger of the guns.   
Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle   
Can patter out their hasty orisons. 
No mockeries now for them; no prayers 
nor bells;   
Nor any voice of mourning save the 
choirs, –  
The shrill, demented choirs of wailing 
shells;   
And bugles calling for them from sad 
shires.  
What candles may be held to speed 
them all?   
Not in the hands of boys but in their 
eyes   
Shall shine the holy glimmers of 
goodbyes.   
The pallor of girls' brows shall be their 
pall;   
Their flowers the tenderness of patient 
minds,   
And each slow dusk a drawing-down of 
blinds 
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The kids’ zone 

Sudoku 

Bad joke time !! 

1. Where do sheep go to get 
their hair cut? 

 To the baa-baa shop! 

2. What is a pirate’s 
favourite letter? 

 Aaarrr! 

3. Why are leopards so bad 
at playing hide and seek? 

 Because they’re always 
spotted! 

4. What type of jam can’t be 
eaten? 

 A traffic jam! 

5. What time do you go to 
the dentist? 

 At tooth-hurty! 

6. Why did the banana go to 
the doctor? 

 Because he wasn’t peeling 
very well! 

7. What kind of button can 
you not undo? 

 A belly button! 

8. What kind of keys can’t 
open locks? 

 Monkeys! (or donkeys or 
turkeys!) 

9. Why can’t you trust 
atoms? 

 They make up everything! 

Then laugh by Bertha Adams Backus 

Build for yourself a strong box, 
Fashion each part with care; 
When it’s strong as your hand can make 
it, 
Put all your troubles there; 
 
Hide there all thought of your failures, 
And each bitter cup that you quaff; 
Lock all your heartaches within it, 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 
 
Tell no one else its contents, 
Never its secrets share; 
When you’ve dropped in your care and 
worry 
Keep them forever there; 
 
Hide them from sight so completely 
That the world will never dream half; 
Fasten the strong box securely- 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 
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Squirrel dot to dot 

Autumn word search 
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VISITING 
  

QUALIFIED  
  

CHIROPODIST 

  
Mrs Lynn Hemmings 

MSSCH, MBCHA 

  

01564 784466 
  

C PULLIN AND SON 
Monumental Masons 

  
Five generations 

of Quality Manufacturing 

and Service 

All Aspects of  

Monumental Masonry 

  

  

  

  

Showroom at: 19A High Street 

Leamington Spa CV31 3AW 

Telephone: 01926 426435 

www.pullinsmemorials.co.uk 

FOAM  
CUT TO ANY  

SHAPE & SIZE 
  

Replacement sofa  
cushions a speciality 

JORDANS 
14 High Street 

Leamington Spa 
CV31 3AN 

Tel. No. 01926 421330 
www.foamcushion.co.uk 

Poetry please 

The Dancers 
Edith Sitwell (1916) 
 The floors are slippery with blood: 
The world gyrates too. God is good 
That while His wind blows out the light 
For those who hourly die for us – 
We still can dance, each night. 

The music has grown numb with death – 
But we will suck their dying breath, 
The whispered name they breathed to 
chance, 
To swell our music, make it loud 
That we may dance, – may dance. 

We are the dull blind carrion-fly 
That dance and batten. Though God die 
Mad from the horror of the light – 
The light is mad, too, flecked with blood,  
We dance, we dance, each night. 

http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/82893#eid2136338
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/28233#eid9988783
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/16231#eid26047577
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WI Anne Allen         

We had no speaker last month it being 
our Annual meeting. We were told about 
the forthcoming county events which 
include Serious Science lectures on 
Richard the Third and Forensic Science, 
opportunities to play indoor bowls or 
learn Appalachian clog dancing.....the 
mind boggles... To help celebrate the 
Federations Centenary next year, they are 
looking for a poetry bard, launching a 
cookery book and organising a federation 
weekend at Denman College. ( the WI 
college in Oxfordshire) 
  
Our October meeting is hopefully the 
time of change. Elections for a new 
committee and new officers should take 
place. Unfortunately we only had seven 
nominations so are this year running on a 
very small committee. After voting, 
Janette Morley was re-elected as 
President for the next twelve 
months.  Well done her. We approved 
our by-laws, the financial statement and 
appointed an auditor . Ann our secretary 
gave an excellent report that featured 
heavily the good food we had eaten on 
various occasions. She reminded us of 
what we had got up to and enjoyed over 
the past twelve months. This was 
followed by the " Presidents address" to 
give it its correct title. In this Janette 
thanked everybody for all they had done 
to help in the successful running of 
Bishops  Tachbook  WI. It didn't matter 
whether it was committee members , 
general members, past members, friends 
or husbands, everyone got a mention. 
This was followed by the presentation of 
the cup to the person voted to have done 

the most in the WI during the last twelve 
months.  It's a silver cup that was found in 
a wardrobe many years ago that had 
been presented to Bishops Tachbrook WI 
for winning something in the 1930/40s Liz 
was credited with being this worthy 
person.  
 
The evening finished with an interesting 
game organised by Janette. We were 
divided into teams and read 10 clues 
those who guessed correctly and first 
were awarded the most points. There 
were groans of anguish when someone 
thought they had a successful guess only 
for the answer to be something entirely 
different. For once I was on the winning 
team. 
 
Next month our speaker is Andrew 
Hamilton and he is asking us to " Meet 
him at Dawn, Unarmed. "  This should be 
a really thought provoking and interesting 
talk. We are still holding our monthly 
competition of a single flower and 
collecting used postage stamps and old 
bras for charity. Christmas is looming.. 
Our fantastic annual party plans are 
underway, entertainment is being 
organised, food lists circulated. Those of 
you that have been before know what to 
expect. Why not come along and find out 
that this WI knows how to have fun? Only 
£6:00 for visitors .  
 
If anything I've mentioned interests you 
or you'd like to know more please give 
me a ring .  
 
Anne Allen 424135    
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On a very windy day in Oct. we were 
welcomed by the National Trust to 
Croome Court in Worcestershire with a 
cuppa and biscuit and brief introductory 
talk. Then Chris Cronin, the owner of the 
privately owned  Walled Garden within 
Croome Park, greeted us and led us off to 
see his ‘work-in-progress’ – the largest 
18th century walled garden in the UK – 
and at 7 acres it took our breath away.  
Chris and his wife, Karen, bought the 
garden in 2000 
with the 
intention of 
building 
themselves a 7 
bedroom house 
to live in, that 
was until they 
discovered some 
small print 
stating that they 
had a legal 
responsibility to 
maintain the 
Grade 2 Listed garden walls. Thus began a 
steep learning curve and a love-affair with 
the garden that was to change their lives. 
Over the years the cost of restoring and 
redesigning the garden became 
prohibitive and eventually a collaboration 
between Chris and the National Trust 
resulted in the garden being opened to 
the public on 3 days each week with an 
entrance charge bringing in a new income 
stream. 

Discoveries in the garden included: a Hot 
Wall, heated by 5 underground wood-
burning furnaces, to grow rather exotic 
fruit; a dilapidated vinery originally 

History Group Visit to Croome Court  Jenny Lister 

designed by George Tod, complete with 
heating system; cobbled paths and; a rose 
garden; wells and a dipping pond and 
numerous glasshouses for melons, 
bananas, and other exotics for the table 
at Croome Court. Chris’s enthusiasm was 
infectious and nothing short of a visit is 
needed to find out more.  The garden is 
closed until next spring, but more details 
at: www.croomewalledgardens.com 

In 1751, at the age of 28, George William 
became the 6th 
Earl of Coventry 
and took on 
responsibility for 
Croome Court 
(House and 
Estate). He 
brought flair and 
imagination to a 
major rebuilding 
of the house and 
he used the best 
young talent to 

help bring about his ideas. Croome was 
the first major piece of work for Lancelot 
‘Capability’ Brown as an architect, interior 
designer and landscape architect. The 
young Robert Adam was also 
commissioned to design items in the 
house and garden too. 

The house contained very fine French 
tapestries and furniture, ceilings and 
plasterwork, paintings and porcelain. 
Sadly, in the 20th century fortunes began 
to take a downturn. At the beginning of 
the century Viscount Deerhurst, son of 
the 9th Earl, incurred enormous gambling 
debts and his father had to sell a set of 

http://www.croomewalledgardens.com
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sumptuous French tapestries to pay off 
the debt. The 10th Earl was killed in 
action in May 1940 and his son inherited 
at the age of six. Later that year part of 
the park was requisitioned to form part 
of a new RAF station, Defford. Originally 
part of Bomber Command, it later 
became a top secret airbase developing 
airborne radar. Some of the renovated 
buildings (Airmen’s Ward, the Medical 
Inspection Block etc.) survive and have 
become the National Trust Visitor 
Centre, restaurant and RAF Defford 
Museum (free entry). 

By 1948 the family could no longer 
maintain the estate which meant that 
Croome and most of its contents had to 
be sold by the Coventry family although 
some items were kept by the Croome 
Heritage Trust. As a footnote to the story 
of the tapestries, they eventually ended 
up in America. Later, when the family 
sold off the house and estate, the rest of 
the tapestry room, including the plaster 
ceiling, floorboards and all were 
dismantled and shipped over to the 
States. All the pieces, together with the 
tapestries, were reconstructed in the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York - to 
be seen there today. 

The house was bought by the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham and 
in 1950 turned into a school, run by 
nuns, for disadvantaged boys. The 
parkland began to decline. In 1979 the 
house was sold again to Hare Krishna 
devotees, whose legacy  is the brightly 
ornate plasterwork on the ceiling and 

History Group Visit to Croome Court  Jenny Lister 

walls of the dining room, once a delicate 
off- white - much to the horror of some 
purists! Five years later the house was 
again sold. The following twelve years 
saw a succession of owners who tried to 
develop Croome, unsuccessfully, into a 
country club, hotel and golf course, 
before a period as a private house. One 
bizarre relic of that time is to be found in 
a huge bath in the middle of what was 
originally Lady Coventry's bedroom. So 
heavy, especially when filled with water, 
it caused the floor to noticeably sag. We 
are told that it is now stabilised! 

The parkland was acquired in 1996 by the 

National Trust and a massive restoration 

of the Capability Brown landscape began, 

except for the walled garden which was 

to be bought by Chris and Karen Cronin. 

Croome Court itself was leased to the 

National Trust in 2007 by the Croome 

Heritage Trust and, after 2 years of 

repairs vital for health and safety, the 

house was opened to the public. The 

house is almost bare, it needs much 

restoration and eventually it is hoped 

that some of the furniture, in the care of 

the Croome Trust will be returned.  Being 

true to the ethos of the 6th Earl, who 

brought in the youngest artists and 

craftsmen to transform and greatly 

enlarge the original Croome Court, the 

National Trust gives space in the house to 

young artists and crafts people of today 

for exhibitions. 
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Do you run a business and are any of the 

following a burden?   
* Company accounts *  

* VAT * 
* Taxation * 

* Payroll Services * 
* Company Secretarial Work * 
Or do you need new systems  

and procedures?   
If the answer is yes,  

then contact  us. 
  

FMS (Warwick) Ltd 
114 Kingsley Road,  
Bishops Tachbrook 

Tel: 01926 314286 (Evenings) 
or  07802 735491 

michael.jaggard@btinternet.com 
(Sage & Inland Revenue Agents) 

  
Why not try our classic car  

wedding hire? 

£25 
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Desert Island Discs—Selected by  Huw Davies 
I'm told the editor wants some younger people to send in their tunes? Well, that's me. 
I've only just turned 55, and I think I know where it's at. So... 
 

1. Green Onions (Booker T and the MGs). As featured in American Graffiti and 

Quadrophenia, it is quite simply, the coolest piece of music ever. Go Sting, go.  

2. Louie Louie (The Kingsmen). The second coolest piece of music. OK, a bit of a 

theme here as it also featured in Quadrophenia, but excellent choppy chords set 
the desert boots a tapping. Can you sing along? No, the words are largely 
indecipherable, but who cares.  

3. Introduction and Allegro for Strings. (Sir Edward Elgar.) Watch Ken Russell's film 

made for the BBC in 1962 (a fine year) narrated by my namesake Huw Weldon, 
which features a young Elgar ascending the hills on a white pony, whilst this plays in 
the background. Quite simply sublime and it reminds me of home.  

4. Twist and Shout (The Beatles). Has to be some Beatles and this is the one. Not one 

of theirs but they blast it out and it's great. Much loved by Motherwell fans 
apparently.  

5. What (Judy Street). All hail Northern Soul. Spread some talc, push back the 

furniture and keep the faith. But easy on the backdrops; you’re 55 and have got 
work in the morning.  

6. A Message to you Rudy (The Specials). Who can forget the Specials’ first 

appearance on Top of the Pops in 1979? What do you mean, you weren't even 
born? I found it all very exciting. This came slightly later; the opening drum roll sets 
it up and then it's time to skank round the living room. (I probably need to get out 
more.)  

7. Mystery Train (The Stray Cats). Ummm. Don't really do rock and roll, but I'll make 

an exception here. Brian Setzer and co. really do this sort of thing rather well.  

8. Myfanwy (Various). A popular Welsh song, which reminds me of my spiritual home. 
It features in the 1941 film version of How Green Was My Valley. The book of the 
same name is narrated by a character called Huw Morgan and I was named after 
him. (Well the Huw  bit.) Also closes the film Twin Town, set in Swansea, which is 
where I like to spend my Saturday afternoons.   

 
So, there you are. Too cool for school or what? OK, so I stopped listening to anything 
new some time back, but style and taste transcend the generations right?  I'll get my 
coat.  

If you’d like to submit your Desert Island Discs for publication please e-mail 
btparishmagazine@hotmail.com  
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NOTICE BOARD 

You are invited along to our 

AUTUMN COFFEE MORNING 
on Saturday 18TH Nov. in St. Chad’s Centre 

10 am – 12 noon 
Homemade cakes, preserves, puddings on sale 

Raffle 
£1 coffee / tea and biscuit 

Proceeds to Mothers’ Union projects 

COUNTRY DANCING GROUP  
There will not be a meeting in November but there will be  the usual Christmas 

party on Thursday 14th December  

PARKING - MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR SAY! 

To ensure that your views have been taken into consideration, Warwick District 
Council is asking you to have your say on its new car parking strategy, before it’s 

completed.  
Do you drive a car into town? 

Do you use the council’s pay and display car parks? 
Do your customers, or visitors drive into town? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then you really need to tell us what 
you think about the strategy, which will be in place for 10 years from 2018. 

The new strategy will determine car-parking capacity, support the future demands 
and needs of our town centres and take into account new regeneration projects and 

developments. 
At this stage the Council would like to gain your thoughts and feedback about what 

the car park priorities should be through their online survey . 
The survey takes just 10 minutes to complete and can found on Warwick District 

Council’s website at; https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20535/car_parks/1177/
car_park_strategy_consultation.   

Paper copies of the survey can also be downloaded or collected from the Council’s 

offices – just call into the reception at Riverside House. 

The consultation is open until 15 December 2017.  

The next deadline for magazine items is 15th November for the December 2017/
January 2018 issue.  Please send to items to BTparishmagazine@hotmail.com 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20535/car_parks/1177/car_park_strategy_consultation
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20535/car_parks/1177/car_park_strategy_consultation
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