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What’s in this month’s magazine 

This month’s magazine is an epic in many ways. To start with Armistice Day on 11th November 

marks 100 years since the end of World War 1, the war that was meant to end all wars! Elaine’s 

piece talks eloquently about the significance of this event, see page 7. 

 

You will also notice that the diary of events is now spread over two pages, 4 and 5, reflecting 

how much is going on in this rapidly changing Parish of ours. One of the key events is likely to 

be on Saturday 17th November where residents, old and new, will get a chance to look at plans 

for the future of the Parish and comment on them. Please look at the advert on page 21. This is 

really democracy at work! On the facing page, 20, there’s an advert for a concert in St Chad’s 

Church by Tarantara. Should be a great night and all proceeds go to the upkeep of St Chad’s. 

 

There’s a page covering our latest efforts to remind people we don’t appreciate them speeding in 

the Parish. This includes the wish to extend the Speedwatch process to Harbury Lane, see page 17. 

If the person caught doing 48mph on Oakley Wood Road reads this, please don’t be so stupid in 

future. 

 

The magazine in your hands has cost around 40p so that’s £4.00 per year. Please read the article 

on page 6 about how the magazine is run and funded, and give generously to keep the magazine 

financially viable. You should have found the envelope in your copy to put your kind gift into. 

There’s also a request for more volunteers that especially applies to the new estates. Thank you in 

advance. Finally great thanks to Annmarie Wells who is leaving the Parish. Annmarie has proof 

read the magazine for a number of years. MUCH appreciated! 

HAPPY READING 

Church Officers   
Vicar: Rev Elaine Scrivens Tel: 426922    Church Wardens: Linda Stevens Tel: 334812   
                                                                                                        Rod Smith Tel: 612242  

This is a non-profit magazine supported by personal donations and contributions from St Chad’s Parish Church Council and Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish 
Council. All adverts are printed in good faith. The Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Magazine cannot take any responsibility for the contents of the advert or 
the services provided by the advertiser. 
Printed by: Cadman Printers Unit 7D Jenton Road, Sydenham Industrial Estate, Leamington Spa CV31 1XS Tel: 01926 423742 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 
Email Keith on: BTparishmagazine@hotmail.com 

Copy deadline for the December/January double issue is  14th November. 
For adverts please contact Pam on:  btachbrook@live.co.uk 

To put dates in the diary please contact Marion on: marismi913@aol.com 
For distribution issues contact Kate on: kate.wellsted@btconnect.com 
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Bishop’s Tachbrook Calendar  

Weekly Events 

Mondays Little Tinkers Soft 
Play 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

9.30 to 11.30 07917385747 or Facebook 

Mondays Martial Arts 
5 to 7 years 
8 to 11 years 
12 to adults 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

  
16.30 to 17.15 
17.15 to 18.00 
18.00 to 19.00 
  

  
andy@linkcube.co.uk 

Mondays Cooking Class 
children 8+, 
adults 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

  
19.15 to 20.15 
20.30 to 21.30 

07956955951 
getcooking@hotmail.co.uk 

Mondays Youth Club  B T School 18.30 to 20.00 btyouthclub@gmail.com 

Tuesdays 
  

Pilates for 
cyclists 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

  
19.15 to 20.15 

01926 259293 
07769222524 

Tuesdays Over 50s Sports 
and Social 
Club 

14.00 to 16.00 01926 313020 

Wednesdays Pilates St Chad’s 
Centre 

9.15 to  10.15 01926 259293 
07769222524 

Wednesdays Community Cafe St Chad’s 
Centre 

10.30 to 12.00 01926 651643 

Wednesdays Rainbows Sports 
and Social 
Club 

17.00 to  18.00 carolineloveday@sky.com 
07796034371 

Wednesdays Brownies Sports 
and Social 
Club 

18.00 to 19.45  carolineloveday@sky.com 
07796034371 

Wednesdays Tai Chi 
Beginners 
Intermediate 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

  
19.00 to 20.00 
20.00 to  21.00 

  
07487685679 

Thursdays Tachbrook Tinies 
playgroup for 0 
to 5s 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

  
9.30 to 11.00 

Tachbrook Tinies on 
Facebook 

Thursdays Postnatal fitness St Chad’s 
Centre 

13.30to  14.15 HELLO@MARICARMENFITN
ESS.COM 

mailto:carolineloveday@sky.com
mailto:carolineloveday@sky.com


5 

Bishop’s Tachbrook Calendar  

Weekly Events 

Fridays Little Tinkers Soft 
Play 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

9.30 to 11.30 07917385747 or Facebook 

Fridays Circuit Class St Chad’s 
Centre 

18.00 to 19.00 HELO@MARICARMENFITNE
SS.COM 

Fridays Yogabellies for 
women 

St Chad’s 
Centre 

19.30 to 20.30 silvia@yogabellies.co.uk 

What’s on in November 

Thursday 1st 19.45, WI,  Hula Hooping  
BT School, 01926 336822 

Friday 2nd Bonfire Night, The Meadow 
Cathy.herbert@btinternet.com 

Saturday 10th 10.00-12.00, Churchyard 
Gardening, St Chad’s Church, 01926 
330050  

Thursday 8th 19.15 for 19.30 start, Film 
Club, St Chad’s Centre, see advert on 
page11 

Tuesday 13th  History Group, The Battle 
of Edgehill, St Chad’s Centre 01926 
885938 

Saturday 17th 9.30-13.00, Parish Council 
Working Party, 
thewhitwood4@btinternet.com 

Thursday 22nd 19.30 Parish Council 
Meeting  
St Chad’s Centre, 
parishclerk@bishopstachbrook.com  

Wednesday 28th 10.00-12.00, Churchyard 
Gardening, St Chad’s Church, 01926 
330050  

 What’s on in December 

Saturday 1st 20.00, Rainbows & Brownies, 
Quiz night—all welcome, Sports & Social 
Club, 07796034371 

Saturday 1st 19.30, Tarantara Live 
Concert, St Chad’s Church, see advert on 
page20  

Tuesday 4th Noon for 12.30  History 
Group, Festive Meal, The Leopard  01926 
885938 

Thursday 6th 19.30, WI,  Christmas Party  
BT School, 01926 336822 

Saturday 8th 9.30-13.00, Parish Council 
Working Party, 
thewhitwood4@btinternet.com 

Thursday 9th 19.15 for 19.30 start, Film 
Club, St Chad’s Centre, see advert on 
page11 

 Thursday 20th 19.30 Parish Council 
Meeting St Chad’s Centre, 
parishclerk@bishopstachbrook.com  
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Parish Magazine  
helping with your time - 
volunteering opportunities 
  
The magazine is put together, 
administered and delivered by a 
wonderful team of volunteers, no-one 
gets paid!  As you may imagine, with the 
rising number of houses in the Parish 
these resources (people!) are getting 
stretched. In the last 4 years our 
circulation has gone from 1,150 copies 
per month to 1,750. And the circulation 
will continue to grow! 
  
We are committed to making sure the 
magazine continues to get to everyone in 
the Parish but will struggle without 
increased help. At present we are looking 
for: 
  
A proof reader - someone who will read 
the draft magazine and correct all the 
mistookes I, and our contributors, make. 
If you spotted the deliberate mistake 
above, you could be right for the job! 
  
Distributors - You will get the number of 
magazine you need delivered to your 
door. You then deliver across your patch. 
At present we have deliverers who 
distribute as few as 10 copies and as 
many as 100. We need people who are 
willing to distribute in the following 
locations: 
Poets Meadow 
Oakley Meadow 
Meadowsweet Farm 
Heathcote Park 

Parish Magazine  
helping with your money - 
fundraising 2018 
  
It now costs over £6,500 to provide 10 
editions per annum, free of charge, to 
every household in our growing Parish.  
Two thirds of the costs are covered by 
the wonderful individuals, organisations 
and companies who place adverts with 
us. In addition the Parish Council has 
added its support with a grant of £500. 
However, each year we still need to raise 
at least £2,000 from our readers to break 
even.  
 
So please can you make a gift to help 
our Parish Magazine?   
It couldn’t be easier, please put your gift 
in the envelope provided. If you are a 
taxpayer please sign the Gift Aid 
declaration. For every £1 you give we can 
claim a further 25p in Gift Aid. If you’re 
not a taxpayer don’t worry please still put 
your money in the envelope. 
  
Please drop your envelope into any one 
of the following addresses: The Vicarage, 
19 Argyle Way, 5 Blakemore Drive, 8 
Savages Close, 3 Hassell Close, 5 Birch 
Court, Heathcote Park, 4 Dogberry Way, 
Warwick Gates,  
15 Battersby Close or the bucket at St 
Chad’s Church or the village shop. 
  
If every household gave 40pence per 
issue i.e. £4 then together we’d cover 
what we need. If some could give more, 
that would effectively cover for those 
people unable to give this year. 

Many thanks for your support, Parish Magazine Committee 
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Recently I contacted the Welsh Guard 
Headquarters in London to ask if they 
had any information about my Uncle Bob. 
Uncle Bob, aka Sargeant Robert James 
Bye, was the first Welshman to receive a 
Victoria Cross. I was thrilled with the 
information they sent me and it will be 
displayed in church in the run up to 
November 11th. Unusually for an officer 
in a gunnery regiment he survived, so 
there are other photos – including one of 
a very old gentleman with a very small 
me on his knee. All the photos are in 
black and white and my memories of him 
are in the same tones as he died when I 
was only 10.  
Of course today we have High Definition, 
multi-coloured, video that is available not 
only on our TVs but also on our phones.  
The thing with black and white is that it 
can makes the subjects of the picture 
seem like they are from a history book, or 
from someone else’s long-ago  memory – 
like perhaps they never really happened 
at all.  
Perhaps you will have seen Peter 
Jackson’s recently released film. ‘They 
Grow not Old’, where he has restored 
and coloured old footage of soldiers in 
the First World War. Somehow those 
men have become real once again, not 
characters in a history book or a family 
story, but real men. It makes a moving, 
wonderful and yet sobering thing to view. 
Whilst the colour and the natural 
movement makes us remember them as 
real people, we can also get some 
impression of the horror of what they 
were involved in too, that also looks all 
too real. 

Each November for 99 years we have 
been remembering men like my Uncle 
Bob and those who died after them in 
subsequent wars. As time goes by those 
names that are on our war memorials 
have become merely black and white 
photos and part of our family storybooks 
– no one living remembers them as the 
vibrant, real young people they were – 
and it is all too easy to forget the actual 
horror of war and death too. 
It is important then, every year, and 
especially at times like this centenary 
year, to bring to mind the reality of real 
people who sacrificed much for their 
homes and loved ones and of the horror 
of what human beings continue to do to 
other human beings.  Let us long for and 
work towards the time when :- 
He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong 
nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, 
    and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more; 
 but they shall all sit under their own 
vines and under  
their own fig trees, and no one shall 
make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has 
spoken.  [Micah  chapter 4 verses 3&4] 
Please do come and join us at St Chad’s 
on Sunday 11th November and if you 
have chance pop into church to see the 
exhibition that we have put together. 
God bless Elaine 
 

Lest we forget Elaine Scrivens 
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WHAT’S ON IN ST CHAD’S 

November 4th – All Saints and All Souls Day. At our 10am service we read out the 
names of our loved ones who have died and light a candle in remembrance and to give 
thanks for their lives. Everyone is welcome. If you would like a loved one remembered 
please let Elaine, our vicar, know. Email: elaine.scrivens@gmail.com 
  
November 10th Christmas Craft Fayre – St Chad’s Centre, 10 -12. . Come and buy your 
Christmas presents. Lots of crafts for sale  from hand knitted crafts to some fantastic 
beauty products. Entry is free, refreshments will be on sale.  
  
From Wednesday 7th November there will be an exhibition in St Chad’s 
commemorating the ending of the First World War. If you have anything we could 
exhibit please contact Elaine. The church will be open from 12-4pm each day.  
  
November 11th 10:15 Service of Remembrance followed by 2 minutes silence at War 
Memorial.  
  
December 1st Concert in St Chad’s by The wonderful choir Tarantara who  perform a 
great variation of music. Their  repertoire spans songs from musicals to the classics, 
from old to new, from serious to not-so-serious! As it is the beginning of Advent the 
second half of the concert will consist of a selection of Christmas music. Please see the 
advertisement in this magazine. 
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WHAT’S ON IN ST CHAD’S 
Come and join us at St Chad’s as we journey to Bethlehem 
 
December 2nd 10am Advent Sunday - Holy Communion 
 
December 2nd  4pm   Christingle service - a fun service for all the family where we 
raise money for the Children’s Society and learn about the meaning of the Christingle. 
 
December 14 – 16th  10– 5pm Nativity Festival – Come and see all the Nativity sets / 
Cribs from around the world. 
 
December 15th. 1:30-3:30pm Children’s Craft afternoon. Come and make some 
Christmas crafts and visit the Nativity Festival.  
 
December 16th  11:30 – 6pm – The Nativity Festival continues and at 6pm will conclude 
with Carols on the Green and the lighting of our Christmas tree followed by mince pies 
and mulled wine. 
 
December 23rd 6pm Carols by Candlelight – a selection of readings and traditional 
carols. Everyone welcome. 
 
December 24th 4pm Crib Service with our Nativity play. Once again our Nativity Play is 
open to all. We have a Mary and Joseph but we need, shepherd, Kings, sheep, donkeys, 
and any other animal you can think of, angels and stars! If you’d like to dress up come 
15 minutes before we start and we will try and find you a costume! Parents can dress 
up too! Do come along and hear this wonderful story of the birth of Jesus. There will 
also be a refund of taxes paid in the form of chocolate money! 
 
December 25th 10am – Family Eucharist – bring your presents but most of all come 
yourselves and hear once again the Good News of God coming to earth as a baby 
  
Of course our normal 10am services will continue throughout Advent and there will be 
Holy Communion at 12:15pm every Wednesday and Compline at 8pm on Tuesdays. 
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NOVEMBER 
  
3rd November – Quiz Night 
Quiz nights are great fun and remember 
a prize for every team. 
  
17th November – The Mustard Band 
The Mustard Band will be playing a var-
ied set of rock classics from the 60’s, 70’s 
and 80’s. 
  
24th November – Ant Hill Mob 
The Ant Hill Mob are a five piece local 
band who have entertained us previously 
as Rock Band The Caves. 
  
The Ant Hill Mob will be singing songs 
everyone knows and guaranteed to get 
you singing along! 
  
   

  DECEMBER 
1st December – Quiz Night 
The Judge will be testing your general 
knowledge for December’s Charity Quiz.  
All proceeds contribute to our local Bish-
ops Tachbrook Rainbow & Brownie unit. 
  
8th December – Christmas Games Night 
Want a fun family night out? Come and 
join us for our Christmas Games night. 
  
15th December – Bottle Bingo 
Join us for a fun night of Bingo where 
there are plenty of drinks to be won. We 
will also be drawing the Christmas Raffle 
– ask behind the bar for details (50p a 
go). 
  
CHRISTMAS EVE – Andy ATS Disco 
Throw on your gladrags and join us to 
dance the night away to your favourite 
songs.  
  
NEW YEARS EVE – Revolver Feat. Rob 
Alton 
Join us on New Year’s Eve to celebrate 
the countdown into 2019! Revolver will 
be covering classic rock & pop covers 
from the 60’s to present day. 
A night not to be missed, Revolver are 
guaranteed to get you up dancing into 
the New Year! 
  

www.bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk 

 01926 421621/07855709051 
enquiries@ 

bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk 

bishopstachbrookclub 

CONTACT US 

FUNCTION ROOM FREE TO HIRE 
(T’s & C’s apply) 

 

http://www.bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@bishopstachbrookclub.co.uk
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CYCLE OF PRAYER 
Praying for our Community  

We are praying in November for those  living in  
Shylock Grove 
St Chad's Road 

The Lees 
Touchstone Road 

Trinculo Grove 
If there is something or someone you would like us to pray for please let Elaine our 

Vicar or a member of the congregation know. 

ST CHAD’S CHURCH FILM CLUB 
  

November 8th  
This month the film will be the “Witty, Classy and 
relentlessly charming” The Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society.  
  
In 1946 a London-based writer begins exchanging 
letters with residents on the island of Guernsey, 
which was German-occupied during WWII. 
Feeling compelled to visit the island, she starts to 
get a picture of what it was like during the 
occupation. 
  
Refreshments will be served from 7:15 and the 
film will begin at 7:30.pm. All welcome.  

 
Film Club in December will be on Thursday  11th , the film will probably be Joyeaux 
Noel 

Poetry please  
Taken from: For The Fallen by Robert Laurence Binyon 

(1869-1943), published in The Times newspaper on  
21st September 1914. 
  
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 
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Parish Council News Matt Greene 

In last month’s article I noted how 
change continues to come to our Parish 
and that we face a choice as to whether 
we embrace and work to shape that 
change by engaging with those 
implementing it, or we resist it with the 
chance that it happens anyway and 
without consideration of the views of the 
local community. Whether to resist or to 
acquiesce is a dilemma that has existed 
throughout history and, while we often 
glorify the victories (and defeats) of those 
who do resist, the cost (and opportunity 
cost) of taking such action can be high. At 
least in our Parish’s case, the matters at 
issue are not those of life and death! 
As a Parish Council we have been 
debating how best to react to proposed 
changes throughout the last few years, 
often there is an obvious choice of 
direction; however, when there is not, 
we will discuss, debate and consider 
alternatives. Clearly on substantial 
matters, as a group of nine from a 
community of thousands (which 
continues to grow), wider engagement is 
essential.  
 
As such, I hope as many people as 
possible can attend the “Your Parish – 
Today and Tomorrow” events we will be 
holding over the next couple of months. 
The first one of these is on Saturday 17 
November at the St Chad’s Centre from 
2pm and will include (amongst other 
matters) a chance for residents to 
comment on the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan, ideas for new play equipment and 
the Meadow Masterplan – all of these 
projects are being led and contributed to 

by volunteers within our Parish so please 
do come along to learn about the plans, 
express your views and support your 
friends and neighbours. 
  
The events will also be a good chance for 
members of the community who may 
wish to join the Parish Council next year 
to meet with members and understand 
what this voluntary role entails.  
 
In addition, representatives from WDC/
WCC and AC Lloyd will be in attendance 
at the events to talk about their plans to 
build a new secondary school within our 
Parish along with 150 new homes. These 
ideas are in the pre-application phase but 
drawings should be available for 
residents to view the proposed location 
in the North of the Parish on the west 
side of Oakley Wood Road.  
 
I am of course aware that there will be 
mixed views on this proposal (as there 
are within the Parish Council); I would 
encourage as many residents as possible 
to come along, understand the plans and 
then make their comments known in an 
informed way - no planning application 
has yet been submitted and the plans are 
still in a developmental stage – as such 
we may be able to shape and influence 
them.  
 
At the last meeting, the Parish Council 
reviewed requests from four local groups 
(BT Brownies, BT Junior Youth Club, BT 
Rainbows and Tachbrook Tinies) for 
funding and is pleased to say that each 
will receive cheques for £375 towards 
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their activities.  
 
A number of drop kerbs have been 
installed thanks to County Cllr. Les 
Caborn and his county funding pot.  Les 
has assured us that County Highways are 
still looking for a solution to the problem 
in Farm Walk.  The County Council winter 
gritting routes have been published on 
their website; for our parish remains the 
same as last year. 
 
Our annual play area inspection has 
taken place.  Unfortunately this has 
resulted in the children’s goal posts 
having to be removed from the Meadow 
immediately.  One of the posts had 
deteriorated considerably and the 
inspector was concerned that this could 
result in an injury. 
 
Outdoor gym equipment has been 
installed at Crossroads Park thanks to 
Cllrs. Carol Gabbitas and Lisa Balzaretti. 
(Assuming all went ahead as planned) an 
opening event for the equipment took 
place on 27 October. We hope that this 
equipment will be well used by all 
residents within the Parish.  
We have just received planning 
permission for the new storage building 
on the Meadow.  Cllr. Bullen is busy 
appointing a contractor. 
 
Cllr. Balzaretti is arranging for the 
noticeboard on Warwick Gates to be 
repaired.  She is also looking for a new 
location for the BMX track noticeboard as 
the new storage building (mentioned 
above) will be sited where it currently is - 

this noticeboard will also be refurbished. 
Thanks to Cllrs. Sean Deely and Graham 
Leeke the bollards have been installed on 
the village green.  We are looking at 
securing the Meadow and will be seeking 
advice from specialised companies and 
liaising with the Club for a solution that 
works for everyone. 
 
Cllrs. Bullen and Leeke recently met with 
Bloor Developments to discuss the new 
allotments on Oakley Meadows.  These 
allotments are still owned by Bloor 
Developments although we are hoping to 
receive an agreement before Christmas 
which will transfer the land to the Parish 
Council.  Discussions regarding the gates 
on this development are also being 
discussed following concerns from 
residents regarding disabled access. 
Again, please make a note of the ‘Your 
Parish - Today and Tomorrow’ event on 
17th November from 2pm at the St. 
Chad’s Centre.  There will be lots of 
interesting news and displays. 
 
The working party on 17th November 
from 9.30am will be bulb planting on the 
village green and in Warwick Gates.  If 
you would like more information please 
contact Cllr. Paul Whitwood. 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council 

will be on 15 November 2018. 

Parish Council News Matt Greene 
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Do you run a business and are any of the 

following a burden?   
* Company accounts *  

* VAT * 
* Taxation * 

* Payroll Services * 
* Company Secretarial Work * 
Or do you need new systems  

and procedures?   
If the answer is yes,  

then contact  us. 
  

FMS (Warwick) Ltd 
114 Kingsley Road,  
Bishops Tachbrook 

Tel: 01926 314286 (Evenings) 
or  07802 735491 

michael.jaggard@btinternet.com 
(Sage & Inland Revenue Agents) 

  
Why not try our classic car  

wedding hire? 

FOAM  
CUT TO ANY  

SHAPE & SIZE 
  

Replacement sofa  

cushions a speciality 

JORDANS 
14 High Street 

Leamington Spa 
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COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH  Cllr Leigh Carter 
 
The volunteers who contribute to Speedwatch completed 5 patrols in September. The  
results summarised below (max speeds in brackets): 
  

  
Their efforts on Mallory Road seem to have changed some behaviours because no 
speeders were recorded on our second session. That is the name of the game and the 
thanks received from parents walking their kids to school certainly made it feel very 
worthwhile.  
  
We carried out 2 x patrols in the mid section of Oakley Wood Road at the laybys. 
These were welcomed by residents and watching the 10 or so kids having to actually 
run to cross the road on their way to school it certainly felt like vital work.  
  
Our patrol at the Leopard of course recorded the highest speed of 48mph at the 
Savages Close junction although it did seem that our presence was having a positive 
effect on many drivers.  
 
The work to complete the raised table should occur during October. The Department 
for Transport Traffic Calming Design Manual tells us that vehicles slow down to around 
22mph on average when entering a 75mm raised hump or table. This will significantly 
change the speed profile at this point and  importantly reinforce and reclaim the 
whole village section of Oakley Wood Road as a residential street.  
 
Following comments by concerned residents we have asked the Police to conduct a 
risk assessment on Harbury Lane with the intention to allow us to monitor speeds in 
this area of rapid development. 
 
Many thanks to all of you, old hands & new recruits alike. Until the next time! 
  

Date Mallory Road Oakley Wood Road (mid) Oakley Wood Road 
(Leopard) 

  

21.9 5 (40 mph)   

24.9  13 (37 mph)  

26.9  19 (40 mph)  

27.9 0   

28.9   13 (48 mph) 

Totals 5 45  
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WI Anne Allen      

To me, October is the most important 
meeting of the year. It's our annual 
meeting when reports are given, by-laws 
voted on and a new committee and 
officers elected. We started the evening 
by discussing our regular business. 11 of 
us had enjoyed the Literary Lunch at 
Mallory Court, when the guest speaker 
had been Tim Bentinct  of Archers 
fame.  We had also attended the group 
meeting at Warwick when the guest 
speaker was the excellent Pam Miller 
with her slightly cheeky monologues.  Our 
skittles evening against Binley Woods was 
enjoyed and continuing on a sports 
theme, out darts team is through to the 
next round.  
 
Forthcoming county events include two 
Serious Science Lectures A mission to 
Mars and Chemical Warfare. There is also 
a lunch with Dame Stella Rimmington, 
also a talk on the Working of War Horse 
plus the Centenary Gala Concert to look 
forward to.  
 
Corunna News, the WI has a monthly 
magazine reports on what is happening 
around the county. Not only did our 
President appear eating an ice cream in 
Lincoln and if you used a magnifying glass 
on a group shot in the cathedral 5 of us 
can be picked out . We  are also to be 
seen at the county show at Napton. Well 
done ladies and Ray for being visible. Two 
of our ladies took part in a kayaking 
course. One, being slightly more 
mature,  appears to be the talk of the 
county with her skills and determination.  
Plans are underway for the Christmas 

party (if you would like to join us please 
let me know) and our January meal at the 
Leopard.  We were reminded it's not too 
late for sealed bids for the painting 
featured in last months magazine and we 
are still waiting to hear where we can 
plant our oak tree commemorating 100 
years of the Warwickshire Federation.  
 
After a ploughman's supper and cider we 
continued with the serious part of the 
meeting. By-laws were read and passed. 
These include changes to the start time of 
meetings and numbers on the committee. 
The suggested county's policy on 
safeguarding was read and passed. The 
reports were read, the secretary's , 
focusing on the food and drink we have 
enjoyed during the last 12 months 
amongst other activities and  the 
president gave her report which is her 
chance to thank members for their help 
and support. After an election 
Janette  was reappointed as president for 
another 12 months. We also lost 1 but 
now  have 3 new committee members .  
 
Thank you to all who bring me little and 
not so little bags of used bras for recycling 
with Bravissimo. I recently took in excess 
of 7:5 kilo to them. Yes the bags were 
heavy! They donate £1 for every kilo to 
their charity, which this year is Mind. Plus 
usable bras are sent abroad and those 
beyond help are broken down and all the 
various bits are recycled somehow. Keep 
them coming. I'm still collecting used 
stamps so when your Christmas cards 
arrive keep the stamps please.  
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In November we have John Parnell visiting us with his hula hoops. From what I 
understand we will all be able to show the grandkids how skilled we are in this art. Also 
don't forget the December meeting is the Christmas party where food, frivolity and fun 
will be in abundance.  
 
Make 2019 the year you come and join us . Don't think " they're all old and knit." We 
might be both of those but we are also VERY young at heart and do lots of other 
exciting  things too.   Anne Allen 424135 

During our recent visit to the Museum of Country Bygones at Marton, one of our 
members,  Krys , noticed a problem with a spinning wheel. She offered to repair it and 
this resulted in her taking part in one of their open days, with her display of the items 
she uses to spin. 
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Looking for a local builder? 
MRC Construction 

General Builder 
Extensions, Alterations, Renovations  

Building Maintenance  
Patios  

Conservatory bases 
All aspects considered and reasonably priced 

Contact Mark Rowland 
Mobile: 07789 990616 

Email: markrowland247@gmail.com 
www.mrcconstruction.co.uk 

www.checkatrade.com/MrcConstruction  

£28 

  

VISITING 
  

QUALIFIED  
  

CHIROPODIST 

  
Mrs Lynn Hemmings 

MSSCH, MBCHA 

  

01564 784466 
  

mailto:markrowland247@gmail.com
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The draft schedule of activities for the Sunday winter work party volunteer sessions 
for Oakley Wood  is as follows –  
25th November  Non-native tree control 
6th January   Hazel Coppicing, Pond end Management 
27th January  Hedgerow planting and non-
native tree    ontrol 
24th February TBA 
  
Sessions will run from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm at the latest, but typically we will round
-up by around 1:00 pm. If you are coming along please drop me an email in advance 
so I have an idea of numbers and please also advise if this will be your first session.  
  
If you have not volunteered before no prior experience is needed, and I will provide 
gloves, tools, tea coffee & biscuits, and give an explanation of the tasks. You will need 
sturdy footwear and suitable outdoor clothing. I will let you know where to meet and 
arrangements for the sessions, and there will be a short induction and small amount 
of paperwork to complete on your first session. Please contact the Wildlife Trust prior 
to volunteering. If you turn up without having completed our Enquiry Process you will 
not be able to participate.  Any new volunteer enquiries must come through the 
Wildlife Trust, Tel. 02476 302912    Emailvolunteer@wkwt.org.uk  
Website www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk. 
George Green t:  024 7630 2912 m:  07958 634 678  George.green@wkwt.org.uk 
 

The draft schedule of activities for the Sunday winter work 
party volunteer sessions for Oakley Wood  is as follows –  
25th November  Non-native tree control 
6th January   Hazel Coppicing, Pond end Management 
27th January  Hedgerow planting and non-native tree  
  control 
24th February TBA 
  

Sessions will run from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm at the latest, but typically we will round
-up by around 1:00 pm. If you are coming along please drop me an email in advance 
so I have an idea of numbers and please also advise if this will be your first session.  
  
If you have not volunteered before no prior experience is needed, and I will provide 
gloves, tools, tea coffee & biscuits, and give an explanation of the tasks. You will need 
sturdy footwear and suitable outdoor clothing. I will let you know where to meet and 
arrangements for the sessions, and there will be a short induction and small amount 
of paperwork to complete on your first session. Please contact the Wildlife Trust prior 
to volunteering. If you turn up without having completed our Enquiry Process you will 
not be able to participate.  Any new volunteer enquiries must come through the 
Wildlife Trust, Tel. 02476 302912    Emailvolunteer@wkwt.org.uk  
Website www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk. 
George Green t:  024 7630 2912 m:  07958 634 678  George.green@wkwt.org.uk 

mailto:volunteer@wkwt.org.uk
http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
mailto:George.green@wkwt.org.uk
mailto:volunteer@wkwt.org.uk
http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
mailto:George.green@wkwt.org.uk
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OUR PARISH - TODAY AND TOMORROW  
17th November 2-5pm at the St Chad’s Centre.  
You are warmly invited to attend an informal residents meeting 

 Examine, and comment on, the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 View ideas for improved facilities, including the Meadow 
Masterplan. 

 Discuss with representatives from WDC/WCC and AC Lloyd their 
plans to build a new secondary school within our Parish along with 
150 new homes. 

 Meet Parish groups.  

 Discuss whether you’d like to stand for the council. 

 Or just pop in for refreshments and chat with other people in the 
Parish. 
Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Council 

The Community Cafe meets at the St Chads’s 
Centre every Wednesday morning from 10:30 to 
12pm. For £2 you receive a generous slice of 
homemade cake, a cup of freshly brewed coffee 
or tea and company of all ages from toddlers to 
octogenarian’s.  

Community CAFÉ 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
If you’d like some company but don’t want to arrive alone, you have mobility 
issues or don’t drive and need a lift let us know. Cafe volunteers Julie Thomas and 
Lisa Balzaretti are more than happy to meet you and bring you along. 
 
Julie can be reached at:  juliemthomas@hotmail.com or by telephone on 01926 
420826. 
 
Lisa can be contacted on: Lisabalzaretti@yahoo.co.uk or by telephone on 01926 
428487 or 0771 500 5074. 

mailto:julie_m_thomas@hotmail.com
mailto:Lisabalzaretti@yahoo.co.uk
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Drop Dead Gorgeous Curtains  
Beautiful Bespoke Curtains, Cushions and Roman Blinds.   
All made to measure and sewn by hand.   
I can supply a range of fabrics and poles or I’m happy to 
work with yours.   
Free measuring and free fitting.   
I also take on curtain alterations big or small.   
Please call Sharron for friendly and helpful advice or to 
arrange a free quote on: 01926 612226 or 07760395805   
Email: dropdeadgorgeouscurtains@gmail.com   
Or visit my website   www.dropdeadgorgeouscurtains.co.uk   
I also offer sewing classes covering a range of topics and techniques or can tai-

lor one to your needs, please visit my website for details 

and call me to book a place or make an enquiry. 
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A generally valid comment about politics 
during the twentieth century was that it 
was too often dominated by “grey men 
in grey suits”.  The USSR in the years 
immediately following the death of 
Stalin is a good case-in-point. 
 
The twentieth century had opened in 
Russia with various uprisings and 
revolutions.  The iconic figures 
associated with these events are all 
male: Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky, et al.  
The backdrop to the final revolution was 
the sequence of unsuccessfully fought 
wars that Russia had experienced during 
the period 1900-17.  The wars and the 
incompetent absolute rule of the Tsar, 
and briefly Tsarina, during them led to 
the country being ravaged and many of 
the people to become destitute. 
Russians were now in urgent need of 
what, today, would be called social care.  
At the September meeting, David Price 
explained to the group how this 
provided an opportunity for a number of 
women to firstly create a role for 
themselves and then move on to 
positions of influence. 
 
Amongst those who gained influence 
was Alexandra Kollantai, who was born 
in to a noble family with large estates in 
present day Finland, then part of Russia.  
She gained influence amongst the 
Bolsheviks and used it to push them in to 
improving women’s right and conditions.  
At the time of the Revolution there were 
between 50 000 and 70 000 women in 
the Red Army.  She was a great advocate 
of “free love”.  Later she put her 

knowledge of Scandinavia to good use as 
the USSR’s ambassador in Norway. 
 
Nadezhda Krupskaya had been an 
intellectual companion of Lenin at the 
time that he was sent in to internal exile 
in Siberia.  She persuaded the authorities 
to allow her to join him in exile on the 
pretence that they had been about to be 
married.  On arriving in Siberia she did 
then have to marry Lenin.  The marriage 
has been described as one of 
“convenience” but perhaps it was more 
a “marriage of minds”.  She became 
greatly valued as his intellectual 
assistant, who once quipped that 
transcribing one of his works was “a 
labour of love”. 
 
The Revolution created a number of 

competing groups and parties.  Fanya 

Kaplan was an energetic and dedicated 

member of the Socialist Revolutionaries 

who were at odds with Lenin’s dominant 

Bolsheviks.  Kaplan attempted to 

assassinate Lenin but her shots only 

injured him in the neck.  Kaplan was 

executed four days later.  In the longer 

term, however, Lenin was much 

weakened by the injuries and this 

eventually assisted Stalin in replacing 

him.  Stalin immediately set about 

reversing most of the advances in 

women’s conditions that the ladies had 

previously achieved. 

Women of the Revolution History Club  



26 

Complete 
FLOORING 

Carpets  Vinyls  Wood 
  

           Supplied and fitted 
           Sample swatches 

           Free quotes 
           Re-stretches/adaptions 

  
(Will fit customers own Materials)   

Call Dylan 07866 638674 / 01926 315116 
 

Email: complete.flooring@btinternet.com 
  



27 

TOLLGATE FARM, BISHOPS TACHBROOK 
 

Bronze Free Range Turkeys 
 

Traditional Barn Reared White Turkeys 
 

Free Range Christmas Cockerels 
 

Quality poultry produced for 57 years. 
01926 651790 

www.freerange-turkeys.co.uk 

Proprietor Charles Hammond, Tollgate Farm Poultry is a member of the 
Traditional Farm Fresh Turkey Association 
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TEN NOVEMBER FACTS 
1. On November 11th 1918, after four years and 97 days the guns finally fell silent as 

the Great War ended. Around 9 million lives lost with a further 27 million injured. 

2. In Anglo-Saxon times, November was known as Blotmonaþ (blood month or 
sacrifice month).  

3. November is the only month used to represent a letter in the phonetic alphabet.  

4. Although the word November dates back to Old English, the first known use of 
Novemberish, was by Robert Burns in 1793.  

5. According to research published in 2008, serial killers are more likely to be born in 
November than any other month.  

6. On the 4th November 1843 the 5.5 metre statue of Lord Nelson was hauled to the 
top of its 60 metre column in Trafalgar Square, London.  

7. According to the 17th-century astrologer Richard Saunders: “In this Moneth 
melancholy much increaseth.” He recommended eating eggs and honey and 
vomiting sometimes.  

8. On November 2nd 1934, the world’s first regular TV service was started by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation, an estimated 100 TV owners tuned in. 

9. After nearly eight months Stanley found Livingstone in Ujiji, a small 
village on the shore of Lake Tanganyika on November 10, 1871 

10. “November’s sky is chill and drear, November’s leaf is red and sear [withered].” Sir 
Walter Scott.  

 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Admiral-Lord-Nelson/
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Tel: 07971 046392 

Email:philmunday@hotmail.co.uk 
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C PULLIN AND SON 
Monumental Masons 

  
Five generations 

of Quality Manufacturing 

and Service 

All Aspects of  

Monumental Masonry 

  

  

  

  

Showroom at: 19A High Street 

Leamington Spa CV31 3AW 

Telephone: 01926 426435 

www.pullinsmemorials.co.uk 

Reviews can be seen on Yell.com 

Bishop’s Tachbrook  
Junior Youth Club   

Monday 6.30-8pm in the School Hall 
During Term Time Only 

£1.50 per session and yearly  
membership of £2 payable  

in September. 
  

For more information 
contact Club leader:  Natalie Hunneman  

btyouthclub@gmail.com  
or come along on a Monday. 

 
We desperately need more adult  

volunteers to come and help at our club, 
if you can spare a couple of hours on an 
odd Monday then please let me know. 
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Nature Page Steve Harvey          

Autumn came blowing in. Leaves 
turned, each tree species with its 
own colour signature. Birches 
always yellow, Oaks in ochre, 
Beeches in copper through to 
yellow, Maples and Acers in 
Amber and reds. The same each 
year and stunning every time, 
each leaf going out in a blaze of 
glory. Down below they form a 
carpet for a myriad of insects to 
shelter under and a fast food 
outlet to be sifted through by 
birds and animals. 
 
Mid-October and Ladybirds are on 
the wing looking for the perfect 
place to spend the Winter, tucking 
into window frames and under 
eves, clusters forming like Roman 
shields against whatever the 
weather may throw at them. 
 
About that time the Squirrels 
change their routine. Not many 
under the Cedar tree looking for 
bird food. Instead they scamper 
about gathering acorns and having 
nut cracker parties in the old 
Walnut tree. Now and then a 
Squirrel will drop a walnut and you 
hear it crashing down through the 
twigs. They get more crotchety 

now often screeching at each 
other up in a tree probably 
warding off rivals from secret 
stashes. 
 
Also in September and October 
the crows embark on a bit of a 
Jolly. By this time their kids are 
independent so the adults are, for 
the time being, free to do a bit of 
calling and synchronised flying. I 
love hearing a Rook 'sing', it's sort 
of squeaky, croaky, often flying 
alone just having a nice time. Then 
there's the devilment aspect. I saw 
five Rooks giving a Buzzard a really 
hard time. They flew towards it in 
a tight group and it was 'Game 
on'! The Rooks took turns at 
swooping at the Buzzard who 
could do no more than swivel and 
show it's talons. This went on for 
several minutes until the Rooks 
had pushed it out of their 
airspace. I saw about a dozen 
Jackdaws surrounding and 
mobbing a Sparrowhawk, chasing 
it for some distance before letting 
it go. 
 
 Now then, I've waited a couple of 
years to see what happens when 
'Red Kite meets Buzzard' - that 
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could be a film. With Kites on the increase it had to happen sooner or 
later. I wondered which would be the dominant species and would there 
be a fight. Well, it happened. It was over the wide open countryside in 
Butlers Marston. Two Red Kites 
flew low over a field 
occasionally, rising then falling 
again, very relaxed and silent 
unlike the Buzzard who flew 
towards them 'mewing'. It was 
joined by a second Buzzard. I 
thought, 'here we go!' But to be 
honest nothing much 
happened. The Buzzards made 
their point, shouting a few 
times, then they all flew 
together briefly and parted. It 
may be down to individual 
personalities but at the end of the day it's better to get on with your 
neighbours. 
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NOTICE BOARD 

PAMPER NIGHT 
Saturday 15th September saw the inaugural pamper night at the St Chad's 

Centre.  Over £300 was raised through the Centre hosting stalls selling a range of 
fantastic goods, therapists offering pampering treatments and a fabulous raffle 

with some kindly donated prizes from local businesses, stallholders and 
therapists.  The feedback from the night was so positive if this is something you 

would be interested in helping host next time please contact 
stchadcentrebt@gmail.com.  Thanks go to all those who helped make it happen. 

HISTORY CLUB NEXT MEETING 
  

Tuesday, 13th November at 2.30pm  
St Chad’s Community Centre 

  
Stephen Barker will set the scene for  

The Battle of Edgehill in 1642 
Visitors Welcome (£3.00 

inc.refreshments) 

HISTORY GROUP 
The History Group’s book:  “Bishop’s Tachbrook Past and Present – The Story of a 
Warwickshire Village”  includes Ancient Beginnings, Villagers’ Stories, Houses and 

their Stories, well-known Families, the School, St Chad’s Church and much 
more.   The 200 pages are amply illustrated with photos and old maps: an 

attractive Christmas present for anyone associated with the village – past or 
present.   Copies @ £12 are available from Bobby and Surj at Tachbrook Store.  An 

interesting 30 minute film on DVD is also available at the Store for only £5.00. 

COMMUNITY CAFÉ 
HELP!!  HELP!! 

Due to illness, we are very short of 
helpers at the Community Café at the 
moment. If anyone would like to step 
in to help,  either on a short or long 

term basis, please speak to Joan 
Alderman (Tel: 651643). 

Thank you. 

OUR PARISH - TODAY AND TOMORROW  
17th November 2-5pm at the St Chad’s Centre.  

You are warmly invited to attend our Residents Fayre  

· Examine and comment on the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

· View ideas for improved facilities, including the Meadow Masterplan. 

· Discuss with representatives from WDC/WCC and AC Lloyd their plans to build a 
new secondary school within our Parish along with 150 new homes. 

· Meet Parish groups.  

Discuss whether you’d like to join the Parish Council. 

mailto:stchadcentrebt@gmail.com
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