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What’s in this month’s magazine 

Hello and welcome to the March edition of your Parish Magazine.. Read on for 

information on litter picking, volunteering in the community, churchyard 

maintenance and much, much more!  Here’s the list of content. 

 

Message from Revd. Jonathan  Page 3 

On the theme of Lent 

 

Parish Council news Page 9 

With news of the resignation of our Chairman, Matt Greene and various other hot 

points around the parish this is an essential read 

 

Nature page Page 14 

Our regular fix of local nature 

 

Update from our District Councillors, Matt Collins and Andrew Day Page 16 

A look at what our District Councillors’ are doing on our behalf 

 

WI Page 18 

Latest news from the fun loving ladies 

 

Update from County Councillor Jan Matecki Page 21 

News of what the County Council is doing in our Parish 

 

Events 

What’s on both at St Chad’s and in the wider community Page 22 

 

History Group 

The history of ‘The Northumberland Reivers’.   Page 28 

 

There a lot to read! 
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A message from the vicar 
Revd. Jonathan Smith 

Greetings on this March edition and the beginning of the Lent season. 

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 

9.11 

 

One of my favourite stories this time of year harks back to the year 397. Picture a 

village beside the Loire, two rival gangs gathered outside a bare stone chamber 

where an old man lays dying. By late that afternoon he had breathed his last and a 

violent argument soon ensues between two invested gangs regarding the place his 

body should be taken. In the end, one gang steals the body and sets it up as one 

of the most famous Christian burial sites. This was not for a king, bishop or 

politician but a simple, reclusive hermit. 

 

St. Martin of Tours in France became an infamous legend of Christianity because 

of his profound compassion and commitment to serving others, particularly the 

poor and marginalized. Known for his selfless acts of charity, and most famously 

one time he literally cut his military cloak in two to share with a beggar. Martin 

became a symbol of humility, kindness, and Christian generosity, eventually 
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becoming one of the most beloved saints in Europe. His enormous life and legacy 

came only through power of simple acts of love and witness to a living faith. 

Lent is a season of reflection, penance, and prayer, offering an opportunity to 

deepen faith and focus on the themes of sacrifice and compassion. Reflecting on the 

sacrifices Christ made for humanity, we in turn ask what more we can give to others 

in His name. This year, as we embrace the spirit of generous giving at Church, there 

is an important opportunity to help our community not only through prayer and 

devotion but also through a particular practical act of generosity that will hopefully 

benefit the both the congregation at St Chad’s and the wider community here in BT. 

 

The lighting and infrastructure in church has been in poor repair over the last half 

century and we believe a hospitable and welcome space should reflect our care for 

one another - and God’s care for people. Therefore, we are excited to announce a 

fundraiser for a vital new lighting and draft-proofing installation. Secondarily aiming 

to enhance the beauty of the wonderful church but primarily the functionality of this 

gathering place. We hope to increase the experience of warmth and sacredness of 

the environment in a new and meaningful way. Just as Christ brought light and love 

into the world, we hope to illuminate our place of worship to better serve our 

community. New lighting will create a more welcoming atmosphere, improve 

visibility, and enhance the overall experience for those who gather for worship, 

fellowship, and for other annual events like concerts and performances. 

 

 

 

But what does all this have to do with Lent? 

In this season of reflection, we are reminded that Lent is not just about personal 

sacrifice but also about how we can give to others. In Lent we are reminded that 

giving can take many forms – whether in prayer, time, or financial contributions. The 

call to give is not only about supporting a cause but about living out our faith in 
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action to the common good. By contributing to the lighting project, you are helping 

to create a space where all can come together to worship, grow, and share in the 

joy of faith. 

 

We are challenging ourselves in our church family to consider how we can make a 

difference. As we do this may we also offer the same opportunity for those in the 

wider community to contribute alongside us. Whether it’s a one-time donation, a 

pledge over time, or a coin in the offering, every gift makes a massive difference, 

with every small act having a profound impact on generations to come. 

Beyond the tangible benefits of the lighting project, this fundraiser is also an 

opportunity for us to come together in generosity, we will not only create a physical 

space of light but also enable a most gracious gift of friendship to those who may 

use the space. 

 

By giving, we strengthen the bonds between church, family, friend and community, 

creating a place for all, where love, faith, and hope shine brightly. Lent is a season 

that calls us to examine our hearts and give sacrificially, hopefully grow in that love 

and faith. 

 

Just like Martin of Tours who divided his most precious possession, let giving grow 

far beyond the first simple act. Let imagination glimpse possibility of lasting impact 

beyond our lifetime. 

 

If what we are doing interests you and would like to know more or how to be 

involved, please contact the faculty team through the email stchadsbt@gmail.com. 

We will be pleased to share some more details. 

 

Why not think about sponsoring a light fitting? or go to one off donations on the 

giving tab of the website www.stchadsbt.org where donations can be gift aided. 

We will endeavour to update you on the progress and more information will be 

found on the church notice boards later this month. We are grateful for your 

continued support and ask you to pray with us that this season brings peace, light, 

and joy to all. 

 

Have a peaceful Lent, 

Reverend Jonathan 
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5-Week Lent Course exploring the theme 

of Generosity. 

Wednesday Nights throughout Lent 
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Churchyard Notices  

 

 

 

 

We LOVE to welcome all visitors to St Chad’s churchyard and to spend time in 

God’s wonderful nature surrounding the church. However, please can you refer 

to notices and especially any cyclists please dismount and stick strictly to the 

main paths as you travel through. Kind Thanks. St Chad’s PCC.  

 

A message from the Churchyard Team 

                 

 
With all the storms recently, we are finding a lot of branches and twigs which 

we need to clear from the grounds prior to the spring mowing. The Churchyard 

Team have offered an open invite to a gardening day of 15
th

 March from 10-

12pm. Why not dig out the wellies and pruners and join us then. Refreshments 

are provided. 

If anyone would like to join this team more formally with plans to manage the 

year ahead and also hear more about our aims to develop the Eco-Church 

Project - please do get in touch on the usual email of 

www.stchadsbt@gmail.com 

Happy Spring!  

http://www.stchadsbt@gmail.com
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St Chad’s Cafe 

The café will open to lovers of tea and cakes every 

Thursday from 10.15 to 11.45 a.m. 

£3 for a drink and cake. 
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Parish Council News 
By Matt Greene 

After eight years as Chair of the Parish Council, I have decided to step down. It has 

been an honour to serve in this role and represent the community to the best of my 

ability. This achievement would not have been possible without the extensive 

support I have received from many of you over the years, especially from my fellow 

Parish Councillors and our representatives at higher council levels. 

 

No one should remain in a position indefinitely, and with the school now open, it 

seems like an appropriate time to pass the baton to someone new. Personally, with 

two young (but growing) children, I am eager to spend more time with them 

without constantly dividing my attention. 

 

Reflecting on our council's achievements, I recognise that success relies on 

teamwork and collaboration. Our greatest accomplishments have always been the 

result of working together (the Meadow’s play equipment, the illegal 

encampments and the solar panels on the school roof), while the moments I regret 

are those where issues became divisive. I wish my successor the best of luck and 

am confident that the new Chair will also receive the community's support and 

assistance. 

 

The South Warwickshire Local Plan consultation will end on 7th March. The Parish 

Council has employed a planning consultant to assist councillors with our response 

to this consultation. Councillors want to try and ensure that sustainable 

development is planned for in the right places with the right infrastructure. We 

need Mallory Road and Oakley Wood Road junctions onto the B4100 made safer 

plus traffic measures in other areas and we know that more traffic will mean more 

accidents. Please respond to the consultation - you don’t have to complete the 

whole document. 

 

Cllr. Guest continues to liaise with County Highways officers regarding safety 

improvements to Harbury Lane and Oakley Wood Road. Once we have a date for 

when work will take place we will let residents know. 

 

Road safety officers and Police should be visiting Heathcote Primary School to 
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assess the road safety situation. In addition, the Police and Crime Commissioner 

will be invited to a public meeting in March or April where residents can report 

speeding cars, parking issues, dangerous driving and other issues requiring the 

support of the Police. This should assist the Parish Council in getting resource from 

the Police to tackle these issues. 

 

The Parish Council has just learnt that the developer responsible for Bishops Gate 

has only asked the County Council to adopt 2 roads; Lionheart Avenue and Trebell 

Way. Warwickshire County Council has advised that the other roads on this 

development will remain private and won’t be adopted by the County Council. It is 

up to the developer to offer the roads to the County Council to adopt under a 

Section 38 agreement and Persimmon have decided not to do this. Warwick 

District Council has confirmed that they will be managing the local public green 

spaces on this development. Cllr. Paul Gillman has said he would work with 

residents on this development to try and advise them on how to control the costs 

administered by the management company. Cllr. Gillman has been very successful 

in reducing the costs for residents on Oakley Meadows. 

 

Councillors have been invited to a meeting with the District Council to discuss 

devolution. Devolution will remove a tier of local authority. Bishop’s Tachbrook will 

become part of a unitary authority. We will keep you updated on this important 

topic. 

 

Cllr. Peter Austin will be working with District Cllr. Matt Collins to look at locations 

for bins on the new developments off Harbury Lane. 

 

More modelling is taking place by the County Council at the Harbury Lane/Oakley 

Wood Road traffic lights to try and get the timing right 

 

Councillors met with the developer responsible for the planning application on the 

corner of Oakley Wood Road/Harbury Lane. We have asked if a footway could be 

constructed, early in the construction phase, from Duke of York Avenue along 

Harbury Lane to Oakley Wood Road. Councillors pointed out the safety concerns 

we have and the developer accepted our issues. This request has also been made 

via our response to the planning application. 
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The Parish Council understands the community use agreement for residents to use 

the facilities at Oakley School will be in place in the summer term. Once we have 

more details we will update you. 

 

The Parish Council has just taken delivery of a thermal imaging camera which can 

be used by residents. The following from Warwick District Council should explain 

the scheme: 

 

Warwick District Council is pleased to launch a thermal imaging camera loan 

scheme for residents. 

 

The Council has recently provided 12 thermal imaging cameras to 9 local 

community groups including parish and town councils, in a bid to support residents 

with understanding the thermal efficiency of their homes. 

 

According to the Energy Saving Trust, up to a third of heat can be lost through 

poorly insulated walls and up to a quarter through your roof. Doors, windows and 

floors are also responsible for heat loss and can be responsible for cold draughts 

within a home. 

 

Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Council has come forward to adopt a thermal imaging 

camera for loan, with Warwick District Council supporting them by developing 

information on how to use the cameras and interpreting the thermal images, as 

well as signposting to support organisations including Act on Energy to make the 

process as simple as possible for residents. 

Partners on the scheme include energy charity Act on Energy and Royal 

Leamington Spa Town Council 

 

The scheme has only just started but if you are interested in borrowing the camera 

please contact the clerk. 

 

Work is progressing on the Country Park; more slowly than we would want, but 

this project has been made much more complex with the three protracted land 

transfers; the interface with the design and construction of the new school; the 

adjacent housing development planned for the corner between Oakley Wood Road 

and Harbury Lane and co-ordinating with Severn Trent on their infrastructure 
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engineering works which pass through the Country Park land and which are now 

underway. The District Council's officers are looking at discharging the pre-

commencement planning conditions on the planning application. The contract 

documents for the technical design are being finalised with the support of legal 

services. However, this is not holding up progress on the technical design. A review 

of the footpath gradients has been completed. This has identified areas of an 

inaccessible grade for non able bodied users which will need addressing. The Parish 

Council has requested interest be paid on the sums held by Warwick District 

Council from developers in respect of this project. We do not envisage work 

starting on the Country Park until at least summer 2026. 

 

All allotment plots have been rented. Allotment holders are permitted to have fires 

on the allotments from Sunday, 16th March until Saturday, 22nd March inclusive. 

There are currently 3 residents on the waiting list. If you are interested in an 

allotment plot please email the clerk. 

 

The Parish Council has received a request from the Trustees of the St. Chad’s 

Centre for a lamp post on the Village Green. Councillors have agreed that a 

traditional light near the entrance to the path to the centre would be beneficial for 

users of the Centre. We are working with the District and County Council and the 

Trustees to try and progress this work. 

 

Trees have been planted by the Working Party in parts of the parish. This work is 

greatly appreciated. We will arrange for the dead Cherry tree on the Village Green 

to be removed. 

 

One of the bins on St. Chad’s Green has finally been moved to the other end of 

the Green. 

 

The fence on the path from Underhill Way to the Meadow will be fixed shortly and 

the fly tipping will be removed. 

 

The light bollard that was damaged in the Meadow Car Park has been replaced. 

 

Following requests from residents the Parish Council is hoping to send out a double

-sided A4 paper copy of parish news every second month starting later in the year. 
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On finance we have restricted the increase in the Parish precept (the part of the 

council tax that flows to the Parish Council for use specifically for and in our 

community) by £1.25 per year on a Band D property. This low increase is thanks to 

negotiations the Parish Council has been having with the District Council regarding 

the number of new properties we have, they agreed with us. The number allocated 

to us was too low so they adjusted the number used to calculate the precept which 

means residents will need to pay less than was predicted in their initial calculations. 

Thanks to our Clerk, Corinne for her diligence in challenging WDC on this point. 

 

Our next meeting is on Thursday, 13th March at 7.30pm in the St. Chad’s Centre, 

where a new Chair will be elected. Residents are welcome to attend. 

Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Council Working Party 

 

As you might be aware, BTPC organises a monthly Working Party which consists 

of volunteers who give up one Saturday morning each month to help with tasks 

in the Parish that are not the responsibility of the District or County Councils; 

examples of these tasks are tiding the church yard, clearing foot paths, maintain-

ing the BMX track, re-wilding & tree planting. 

 

We all have busy lives & there is no obligation to support each month, however 

any offers of help are always greatly appreciated; we try to have a team of peo-

ple to support us in order to get a suitable level of support each month. 

 

Traditionally the areas we have focused on have been in the village itself but as 

the Parish grows I am keen to both increase the list of volunteers and expand 

our activities to the wider Parish. 

 

Please contact me direct or via the Parish Clerk if you notice areas in the Parish 

that you think the Working Party can help maintain or if you want to learn more 

about volunteering & helping to keep our Parish looking its best.  

 

Paul 

Email paul@bishopstachbrook.com 

 

Dates for your diary  22nd March and 19th April 

mailto:paul@bishopstachbrook.com
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Well the old saying “Fill dyke February” couldn’t be more true this year with dykes 

or ditches full and more mud than grass around here. In the cold and wet the 

Snowdrops have pushed through, the tips of Bluebell leaves and Cow Parsley are 

following and that was still in the Winter. March will bring the start of Spring. Just 

hope it dries up a bit. 

 

The Great Spotted Woodpecker males are till having their ‘drum offs’ against each 

other proclaiming their territories here. Females can drum too but not so 

prolifically. Apparently unpaired males can drum 600 times day while paired males 

drum only 200 times a day. I guess they have other things to think about. 

 

Five Woodpeckers flew across the garden the other day in a bumptious, bouncing 

bundle. A couple of them visit the bird feeders most days amongst uncountable 

smaller birds. I wish I’d had share in Sunflower hearts before I encouraged so many 

people to use them over the years. They are the all round universal food for 

increasing different species of bird into the garden. Talking of birds in the garden a 

while back a couple of Pheasant appeared so I put some cheaper food down for 

them, full of corn. They accepted and one by one more Pheasant have joined the 

party. There are now eighteen of them waiting each morning for breakfast, some 

of them getting tame enough to run forwards and follow me round the garden like 

big chickens. The cat was surprised to see them all at first and had a go at stalking 

them. He’s now decided they’re too big and leaves them alone. 

 

Its not only the birds that are waiting for breakfast. Usually the Muntjac, sometimes 

with her fawn, are also waiting. If I’m later than usual they wander down closer to 

the cottage to find me. It’s now like a Pheasant/Deer park. The trust she has is 

growing stronger. She recognises me and will carefully follow me or come through 

the hedge to join me. After feeding she will stand or lay down to ruminate just like 

cows, sheep and goats. Having four stomach chambers once the first chamber is 

full of vegetation she stops eating and rests. Food is regurgitated to be chewed 

again, a bit of fermentation goes on getting all the best out of the food she’s 

eaten. At this time she’s often lying down and I can quietly walk passed her. Now 

Nature Page 
By Steve Harvey  
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that’s trusting. As she chews the cud I can see food going up and then down her 

throat. 

 

At the weekend another fawn arrived in the garden and the two youngsters played 

chase with their tails in the air. Lovely to see them. Now twins are extremely rare in 

Muntjac so does that mean there’s another female deer with a fawn here? 

 

To be continued . Well I’m still clinging to the hope that with their stomachs full a 

lot of time in the garden will be safe-ish Hmmm! 
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Local Plan Consultation Period 

The South Warwickshire Local Plan consultation 

closes soon on Friday, 7th March 2025! This plan is 

crucial for setting out how our area will grow over the 

coming years. It also has important implications for 

Bishop’s Tachbrook, so please make sure you have your say. More details can be 

found on the local plan website (https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/

preferred-options.cfm).  

Guidance Note on how to view and Comment 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213278/ 

name/Opusconsult%20Guidance%20Note.pdf 

The interactive SWLP consultation Portal 

https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/document/148 

The SWLP Interactive Map 

https://soadc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?

id=5a3b9976bd7749a3bff44b2a1016ffc4 

Technical Evidence page 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm 

FAQ page 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/faqs.cfm 

Make sure you share your feedback before Friday, 7th March! 

 

Garden waste subscription service 

You can now apply for a garden waste permit to cover collections from 1 April 

2025 – 31 March 2026 (with a two week break over Christmas and New Year). 

The annual fee is £47 per bin, and applications can be made by visiting: https://

www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20480/garden_and_food_waste  

District Council Update 
By Matt Collins 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/preferred-options.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/preferred-options.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213278/name/Opusconsult%20Guidance%20Note.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213278/name/Opusconsult%20Guidance%20Note.pdf
https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/document/148
https://soadc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5a3b9976bd7749a3bff44b2a1016ffc4
https://soadc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5a3b9976bd7749a3bff44b2a1016ffc4
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/faqs.cfm
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20480/garden_and_food_waste
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20480/garden_and_food_waste
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Budget 

Warwick District Council’s budget for 2025/26 was approved at the Full Council 

meeting on Wednesday the 19
th

 of February. In this council we approved important 

funding for council services as well as a fund to protect vulnerable new tenants in 

social housing by providing a contribution to flooring. 

 

We also agreed a moderate 2.99% rise in the District Council’s share of Council Tax 

(11p a week for a Band D property), giving the green light to fund essential public 

services and invest in key longer-term improvement projects outlined in our 

corporate strategy. This means that from April a band D household will pay the 

District Council £187.60 a year in Council Tax (compared to £182.15 in 2024/25), 

with the District Council taking just 8% of the total bill. 

Here for you! 

If you have any issues or simply want to chat, please drop Andrew or me an email 

at the addresses below. We’re always happy to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Matt Collins   Cllr Andrew Day 

matt.collins@warwickdc.gov.uk andrew.day@warwickdc.gov.uk 

Warwick Gates Wombles 

 A new group intended to deal with litter on the new estates. First pick pencilled 

for March 30th (Mother's day), to coincide with Keep Britain Tidy's Great British 

Spring Clean campaign. 

  

Anyone interested can contact me on the email  

peteraustin@bishopstachbrook.com  

or phone 0789503453  

  

Thanks guys 

mailto:peteraustin@bishopstachbrook.com
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WI 
By Anne Allen 

Our first meeting proper was held on a breezy and chilly night. The guest speaker 

was Steven Bruce, an auctioneer based at Kinghams in the Cotswolds.  He advised 

us, that should we be taking goods to auction, getting a receipt for them was 

really important. Otherwise there is no proof you actually took the items. You also 

need an email address. Life’s never easy is it? 

 

We were told watches and “ white metals “ were selling well at the moment . 

Steven had brought a few interesting items for us to look at and guess what they 

were. He then went on to talk about and value the items we had bought along . 

These included china, medals, pictures and a silk scarf amongst many other items. 

Apparently I let the side down when I exclaimed “ flipping heck “ at the value of 

the scarf. 

 

After refreshments we ran through some items of business and then finished the 

evening off with a quiz. 

 

We are planning to hold the annual cake stall on Saturday 3rd May starting at 

9:15 until we’re sold out. You are more than welcome to bake a cake, in fact 

we’d love you to ( we just ask you list the ingredients) but otherwise please come 

along and support us and have a chat. 

 

Alongside the knitting group,  we now have a craft group . The knitting group is 

open to everyone so keep an eye on the village Facebook page for the venue each 

month. Unfortunately the craft group is WI members only. 

WI also have a supper club , book club, darts and pétanque groups . Plenty going 

on and we’re always looking for new ideas. We’ve been encouraging members to 

join in the Angela Rippon’s project Let’s Dance on 2nd March. I’m hoping 

members will send me some photos of their dance expertise, whether at home or 

elsewhere, for the next issue . 

 

In March the speaker will be Ginny Davis with her talk on The Mysterious Death of 

Amy Robsart, was it suicide or was it murder? We will be deciding. Ginny is an 

excellent speaker, writer and performer. She’s  performed at the Edinburgh and 
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Brighton Fringe Festivals , published a book and speaks anywhere and everywhere. 

This should be an excellent evening and you are most welcome to come and join 

us. If you want any more information please contact me. 

 

There has been some chat on Facebook recently asking if anyone remembered the 

WI Pantomimes . These were put on during February half term for a number of 

years . I’m sure some of you will have performed in them or certainly enjoyed 

watching them. A week of very hard work not to mention the months of 

rehearsals before hand but great fun. A couple of snaps from the archives. 

 

If I can answer any of your questions regarding WI please feel free to call me.  

Anne Allen 07929356701 
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County Council Update 
By Jan Matecki 

Following the submission of Warwickshire County Council to be included in the 

first tranche of Councils to become a Unitary Council, the Government chose not 

to proceed with this request. County Council elections will take place this May, but 

it is still the Governments desire for all of the country to have Unitary Councils by 

2028. 

 

The County Council’s Winter Wheelers campaign, run over December and January, 

saw 407 cyclists from 37 workplaces, complete 6,806 bike trips which amounted to 

68,522 miles, which is just under three times around the planet! A huge well done 

to all that took part. The County Council continues to invest more in cycling 

infrastructure, so hopefully even more can chose to cycle. 

 

The Concessionary plus one travel pass, which enables carers to travel for free 

when accompanying a person with a ENCTS bus pass, has been extended. The 

scheme plays a crucial role in ensuring that those who rely on the support of a 

carer can continue to benefit from free off-peak travel to maintain their 

independence and access essential services and social activities. It is estimated that 

around 800 trips a month are made using the scheme. If you feel you may be 

entitled to a companion plus one pass, or you know someone else that might 

benefit, please use this link for more details: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/free-

bus-travel-older-people-people-disabilities-1/companion-passes 

 

Since setting its budget, the County Council has also received confirmation of the 

final Public Health Grant and Business rates figures. These were better than 

expected and so some savings that were earmarked, such as cutting some Library 

Sunday opening hours and some health services will now no longer need to be 

made and these savings have now been cancelled. 

 

Locally, the Harbury Lane cycling order, which would see the new path running 

alongside Harbury Lane being used as a shared pedestrian and cycle path received 

some objections. The cycling order would also see the installation of lighting along 

this path. Council officers are working to overcome the objections which if not 

resolved would see the order being sent to the Secretary of State for a decision. 

Cllr Jan Matecki janmatecki@warwickshire.gov. 

mailto:https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/free-bus-travel-older-people-people-disabilities-1/companion-passes
mailto:https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/free-bus-travel-older-people-people-disabilities-1/companion-passes
mailto:janmatecki@warwickshire.gov.
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Monday Activity Contact 

10-11.30am 

ST CHAD’S’ TINIES 

We are a friendly playgroup 

for children aged 0-4 years 

and their carers. 

Hot drinks and snacks, toys, 

craft activities and singing. 

All welcome. 

Term time only 

Contact on 

Facebook 

17.00-19.00 

MARTIAL ARTS  

Class. Over 12 years and 

adults 

 

Andy Shaw – 

andy@linkcube.co.

uk 

St Chad’s Centre Schedule 

mailto:andy@linkcube.co.uk
mailto:andy@linkcube.co.uk
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 What’s On at the St Chad’s Centre 

Tuesday Activity Contact 

16.30-18.15 

ATOMIC DANCE 

Mini Freestyle and Acrobatic 
Arts  

4.30pm-5.15pm – Ages 4-7  

A combination of Freestyle 
Dance and Acrobatic Arts  

 

Junior Freestyle & Acrobatic 
Arts 2 

5.15pm-6.15pm - Ages 7-12  

A combination of Freestyle 
Dance and Acrobatic Arts  

 

Please see website for more 

details  

Contact Ellie Rowe 
07392 348155 or  
ellie@atomicdance
.co.uk  

 

www.atomicdance
.co.uk 

19.00-20.00 

  

YOGA 

Supporting Health & 

Wellbeing 

Yoga classes with Amanda 

Specialising in yoga for 

beginners. Sedentary 

workers, and mums. 

Please bring your own mat / 

block   

 

mailto:ellie@atomicdance.co.uk
mailto:ellie@atomicdance.co.uk
http://www.atomicdance.co.uk
http://www.atomicdance.co.uk
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 What’s On at the St Chad’s Centre 

Wednesday Activity Contact 

 10.00-12.00 

Arty Splats 
 
 Arty Splats Messy Play- The 
Arty Splats Educational 
Programme: 
 
Arty Splats is a multi-sensory 
combination class that 
combines art, craft and large 
scale messy and sensory 
play. We also use music, 
musical instruments, singing, 
movement, a variety of 
props, bubbles, our huge 
parachute and we love using 
our snow machine! 
 
Whilst attending our fun and 
colourful classes your child 
will work on their early mark 
making, colours, numbers, 
early science, fine and gross 
motor skills, teamwork, 
problem-solving and so much 
more! 
10:00am Toddlers 18 months 
to 5 years  
11:10am Babies 6 months to 
18 months  

 Email: WARWICK
SHIRE@ARTYSPLA
TS.CO.UK 

Telephone: 0778
9748730 

  

mailto:warwickshire@artysplats.co.uk
mailto:warwickshire@artysplats.co.uk
mailto:warwickshire@artysplats.co.uk
tel:07789748730
tel:07789748730
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What’s On at the St Chad’s Centre 

Wednesday Activity Contact 

16.0-17.15 

*CHILDREN'S COOKERY 

LESSONS COOK 4 KIDS * 

Junior cooking class for chil-

dren between the ages of 3 

and 11. You will be cooking 

a different dish each week, 

a mixture of sweet and sa-

voury, which the children 

will be able to take home 

with them at the end along 

with a recipe card so they 

can recreate the dish at 

home. While their delicious 

dishes are in the oven, 

there will be snacks and ac-

tivities for the children to 

enjoy. The classes are £12 

per class  

RESERVE YOUR 

PLACE 

COOK4KIDSBT 

@GMAIL.COM  

18.00—19.00 

YOGA CLASS  

Supporting Health & Wellbe-
ing Yoga classes with Aman-
da Specialising in yoga for 
beginners. Sedentary work-
ers and mums.  

Please bring your own mat / 
block.  

www.lifewithaman
daj.com 



26 

 
What’s On at the St Chad’s Centre 

Thursday Activity Contact 

  

10.15-11.45 

  

ST CHAD’S COMMUNITY 

CAFÉ 

Serving Drinks and Cake for 

you to enjoy 

  

kateatkari-

bu22@outlook.c

om 

07713113464 

Friday Activity Contact 

  

10.00-12.00 

  

Tai Chi -  

All Classes are for beginners 
but are suitable for anyone. 
First class is free  so no rea-
son not to find if Tai Chi is 
right for “you”  

Peter Fletcher 
07487 685679  

16.30—20.30 

TKT CHEERLEADING  

Join the new Cheer and 

Dance Classes – Unleash 

your potential and learn ex-

citing new skills  

Age 5+  

For more infor-

mation or to 

book text  

Sophia 07403 

009172  

Weekends Activity Contact 

Sundays  

18.15-20.0 0  

St Chad’s Youth Club  

Please check the website for 

dates  

www.stchads 

bt.org  
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History Group 
By Ian Morley 

The first meeting of the History Group in 2025 took place in the St. Chad’s 

Centre, 2.30 pm - 4.00 pm, Tuesday 11th February.  The first half hour of the 

meeting was taken up with the Annual General Meeting.  The main agenda items 

were Chairman’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, Election of Committee Members, and 

Any Other Business.  The Chairman, Graham Leake, reminded us of a very 

successful programme in 2024, introduced the new programme for 2025, and 

thanked all those who had contributed during that year.  He made special 

mention of the unstinting efforts of the volunteers who worked behind the scenes 

to provide tea, coffee, and refreshments at the end of each meeting.  The 

Treasurer presented a preliminary report (meaning that a formal audit had not yet 

taken place) and recommended that fees for 2025 be set at £17.50.  Members of 

the 2024 committee were re-elected, and Mac McCarthy agreed to join them.  

Under AOB the Chairman gave special thanks to Peter Lister who is moving to 

Leicester later in the month, and will be very sorely missed.  His various 

contributions, particularly during the Covid closures (when he circulated many of 

his own writings about local history) have been much appreciated, and we wish 

him and Jenny all the very best in their new home. 

 

The second half of the meeting was given over to a talk by Steve Baldwin,  one of 

our members, entitled ‘The Northumberland Reivers’.  Special thanks are due: 

firstly because Steve was not at all sure when the AGM would end, 

 and secondly because the in-house projection facilities seemed not to work.  Peter 

Lister went home and brought his own projector (more thanks, Peter) and 

eventually we were able to proceed.  Steve succeeded in making an extremely 

complicated period of British history pellucidly clear.  Those who heard him may 

appreciate the achievement all the more if they look at the Wikipedia entry under 

‘Border Reivers’.  He said that his brief was to keep it light, keep it short, and to 

include plenty of pictures.  He did so admirably. 

 

The word reiver is interesting.  It derives from an Old English word meaning to 

rob, spoil, plunder or pillage and the spelling is in clear violation of the rule ‘i 

before e except after c’.  Steve’s title was the Northumbrian Reivers, but he made 
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it clear that the reivers were groups of raiders that operated on both sides of the 

border between Northumberland and 

Scotland.  

 

Steve described Northumberland as 

the land that William the Conqueror 

failed to conquer.  However, he 

wanted a buffer in the North of 

England to act as a buffer against any 

incursions by the Scots.  In 1075 he 

gave the Bishop of Durham power to 

raise an army, raise taxes, and even 

mint his own coins.  The Bishop (and his successors) were given the title of Prince 

Bishops.  If you drive up the A1M today road signs directing you to Durham still 

describe Durham as the home of the Prince Bishops.  For a long time the lowland 

Scots and the Northumbrian borderers ‘rubbed along together with the common 

interest of farming and families’.  This changed in 1296 when Edward I invaded the 

Scottish lowlands and ‘upset the peace’ and set the stage for 300 years of 

intermittent warfare.  In 1314 Robert the Bruce beat the English at Bannockburn 

and ‘emboldened’ the Scots’.  In 1513 the Scots were literally ‘devastated’ at the 

Battle of Flodden.  The English army was ordered to take no prisoners and 

(perhaps) because of this the ‘Scottish aristocracy and nobility were decimated’.  It 

has been said that nearly every noble family in Scotland lost a relative at Flodden.  

The dead are commemorated when the ‘Flowers of the Forest’ are played on the 

bagpipes. It should remind us that not only that the bagpipes are war pipes but 

that Flodden helped to create the conditions under which Reivers were able to 

flourish, since administrative controls were weakened and corruption allowed to 

flourish. 

 

On each  side of the border there are dales with strong family groupings that 

formed something like local clans.  Each clan sent raiding parties across the border 

and sometimes raided farms on their own side of the border. They made a 

profession of thieving cattle, plundering, and setting up protection rackets of one 

kind or another.   Some were in demand as mercenary soldiers. 

 

When James VI of Scotland became James I of England (in 1603) he made serious 

Drawing of a Reiver raid from https://reivers.info 

https://reivers.info
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attempts to pacify the borders, and to put down the reivers.  Ultimately, he was 

successful. 

 

The legacy of the Reivers is still seen in Northumberland, in Southern Scotland, and 

elsewhere.  Firstly, there is a clear sense of local identities based on family 

bloodlines and a sense that the region is still ignored by Governments elsewhere.  

At the time of the Reivers there were powerful  family groupings in the border 

dales.  In Liddesdale, for example, there were three powerful families: the 

Armstrongs, the Croziers, and the Laidlaws.  Neil Armstrong, the first man on the 

moon, traces his ancestry to the Armstrong family, and many other prominent 

American’s are proud of their reiver ancestry.  Steve’s father-in-law was a Crozier, 

and Steve’s research into family history sparked his interest in the history of the 

Reivers.  Reiver ancestry is also prominent in many of the heroes of north-east 

football, most notably the Charlton brothers (Jack and Bobby), and Bobby Robson 

(who managed both Newcastle United and England).   

 

Secondly, there is clear legacy in the architecture of the borders, notably with 

variations on the design of ‘tower houses’.  The original design is illustrated in the 

drawing used at the beginning of this report. The tower house is essentially a 

fortified dwelling.  The smoke is not because the house is on fire.  The houses were 

built with fire baskets on their roofs, and the baskets were set alight to act as 

beacons, warning near neighbours of an attack, and asking for their help.  Clear 

elements of the design are shown in local churches, such as the one at Edlington,  

and more modern versions of the tower house turned into very desirable family 

homes. 

Thirdly, there is an extensive 

body of poetry, literature, and 

music (particularly folk songs, 

based on border ballads).  Steve 

gave special mention to the 

work of Kathryn Tickel, who 

plays the Northumbrian pipes (a 

musical instrument, rather than 

a war pipe, designed to be 

played indoors) but those 

interested will find many other 

Church of St. John the Baptist, Edlington, Northumberland 
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examples at https://reivers.info. 

Some of the more romantic visions of the times of the Reivers come from Sir 

Walter Scott, who also gave credence to the idea of a clan tartan, with colours and 

weaves unique to that clan.  There were no clan tartans at the time of the reivers, 

but many had blankets woven in a simple black and white check pattern.  A 

modern general purpose tartan exists and is known as the Northumberland tartan.  

It is made in Ashington (known for its associations with Bobby Charlton, Jackie 

Charlton, and Jackie Milburn).  Steve showed us a version of the tartan, in the form 

of a scarf, and commented that it was the only example of an English tartan.  

Surely this could be turned into a good question for some quiz? 

 

I am grateful to Steve for making the notes for his talk available to me.  It greatly 

increased my own enjoyment of the talk, because I did not have to take copious 

notes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the History Group is on 11th March, at 2.30 in the St. Chad’s 

Centre.  Mac McCarthy will give a talk entitled ‘The Light Programme’. Some of us 

will remember it well. Visitors are very welcome. 

 

 

 

The `Northumberland Tartan weave 
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This is a non-profit magazine supported by personal donations and contributions from St Chad’s Parish Church Council and Bishop’s 

Tachbrook Parish Council. All adverts are printed in good faith. The Bishop’s Tach brook Parish Magazine cannot take any 

responsibility for the contents of the advert or the services provided by the advertiser. 

CONTACT 
If you want to put forward articles, pictures or adverts contact Keith on: 

BTparishmagazine@hotmail.com 

Copy deadline for the April 2025 issue is 26th March 


